What About Cremation?

Cremation is a topic that needs a solemn informed discussion prior to death. Some think that it is ok to do, while others feel that it should not be done at all. So this lesson is designed as an attempt to provide information for an informed decision when the time comes and it-will-come.
History of cremations in 1975-6%, 2000-26%, 2020-56% and 2030~70%.  
The reason why cremation is becoming more popular is because it is more economical, efficient and environmentally friendly.  A cremation service costs less than 30% of the average funeral.

1. Religious and cultural views of cremation:
[bookmark: _Hlk85707938]Anglican/Episcopalian - Acceptable for burial with traditional funerals.
Baptist – Acceptable for burial with traditional funerals.
[bookmark: _Hlk85709811]Lutheran - Acceptable for burial with traditional funerals.
Methodist - Acceptable for burial with traditional funerals.
Presbyterian - Acceptable for burial with traditional funerals.
Catholic (Roman) - Acceptable for burial but prefer the body be present for the Funeral Mass with cremation afterwards.  
[bookmark: _Hlk85710151]Catholic (Eastern Orthodox) – Cremation is prohibited.
Quaker - Acceptable for burial with traditional funerals.
Mormon - Acceptable for burial with traditional funerals.
Jewish (Orthodox) - Cremation is prohibited with burial in the ground/no embalming.
Jewish (Conservative) - Cremation is discouraged with ground burial preferred. The rabbi may perform the funeral service but may not be present for the interment of the ashes.
Jewish (Reform) - Acceptable for burial, interment and traditional funerals.
Muslim - Cremation is prohibited with no embalming.
[bookmark: _Hlk85711687]Buddhist – Very acceptable for burial and traditional funerals with chanting by monk or family.
Hindu - Very acceptable with ashes cast into river/ocean with traditional funerals for adults. Children are buried without cremation.

2. How are bodies dealt with today:
Traditional burial
A method of body disposition is embalmed and burial in a coffin or casket that’s placed in a vault in a cemetery, usually below ground. 
Cremation
Often seen as a modern and eco-friendly alternative to the standard U.S. style of burial, cremation (1800 degrees for 90 minutes) converts human remains to ash (5 lbs), which can then be handled in urns, scattered, jewelry, etc. 
Natural burial
Green” cemeteries allow only embalmed bodies to be buried in coffins or shrouds made of natural, biodegradable materials.
Donation to science
You can donate your body to help further scientific research in hospitals, medical schools and medical research centers. 
Water cremation
[bookmark: _Hlk86057266]Utilizes alkaline hydrolysis (lye, heat, pressure) which breaks the body down into its chemical components. The air-dried ash-like remains can be scattered, buried, or saved.
Mushroom burial suit
The burial suits are organic cotton clothes with mushroom spores sewn into the suit then the cocoon is placed directly in the ground.
Freeze Drying                                                                                                                              The body is freeze dried to -200 degrees-nitrogen and then vibrated in dust.  The ash-like dust remains can then be scattered, buried, or saved.
3. Factors to consider concerning cremation:
The wishes of the deceased. The Bible records instances in which family members respected the instructions a person gave regarding treatment of his body after his death.​                       Local customs. These often have a bearing on how dead bodies are treated. For instance, in Bible times, people customarily buried the dead. Likewise today, a person may choose to deal with the remains of the deceased according to local customs and the views of other family members as long as such customs do not conflict with Bible principles.                                                                                                             Legal requirements. The Bible encourages obedience to secular authorities. In some areas, the authorities enact laws about the treatment of dead bodies. For instance, in the case of cremation, some authorities place restrictions on where the ashes may be disposed
· Other Considerations.
1. Some feel there are fewer decisions that need to be made, so cremation is easier.
2. Some do not want the cost of transportation when the body is away from home if burial is chosen.
3. Some desire saving the ashes of their loved one to be distributed in some special setting of nature or display if cremated.
4. As Christians the approach to anything should be > “How will this honor God?”   
A. The funeral or memorial service should focus on the gospel and invite the       attendees to think about their life now and life after their death.
B. A funeral also gives the family and those who mourn an opportunity to express concern for the family and to reflect on their mortality.
C. A burial site can give the family a truly unique place to visit and remember ancestral faith.




4.One may believe that if your body is cremated that it will somehow affect ones resurrection.  Please observe the divine promise and the power of God to reconstruct the body.  Whether by accelerated decay by fire or by slow decay when buried.

Gen 3:19:  God’s promise is that all/everyone came from the dust and will return to the dust regardless of how they traveled to get there.  
Eccl. 12:7: Dust will return to the earth as it was, And the spirit will return to God who gave it.
 
So, whether our bodies turn to dust over 1000 years or quickly from a fire, it is not going to affect our resurrection. If it did, then what about those that have been burned to death accidently, in war, or intentionally? Do they have no hope?

5.As we examine these verses you will be able to understand why one can come to the conclusion that GOD authored death-by-fire for sinners only and consequently have a negative outlook toward cremation.
 
Genesis 19:24  Then the LORD rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, from the LORD out of the heavens.
 Leviticus 20:14 If a man marries a woman and her mother they shall be burned with fire.
 Leviticus 21:9 The daughter of any priest, if she plays the harlot.  She shall be burned with fire.
 Leviticus 10:1 Nadab and Abihu offered profane fire before the LORD so fire went out from    the LORD and devoured them, and they died before the LORD.
 Numbers 16:35  Korah’s rebellion, 250 consumed by fire from the LORD.
 Joshua 7:15,24 All Israel stoned Achan with stones; and they burned him and his family with fire after they had stoned them who broke God’s commandment in Jericho by taking forbidden items from the city. 
 
6.If a fiery death/burial causes one to not cremate then what about water as the instrument of death and burial?  God also authored death by water for sinners only.  Should one have a negative outlook on burial-at-sea?

Gen 6:5-7,17  Noah’s great flood  How many died?
Gen 7:21 or Exo 14:28  Egyptians died in the Red Sea, water, now carry the stigma that the one who drowned sinned.
Rev 20:12,13:  Judgment will be to all/everyone who lived, even those bodies that have been in the sea for a thousand years.








7.Most of the time, the custom was to bury the body.
 
Genesis 25:8  And his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried Abraham in the cave
Genesis 25:10 There Abraham was buried, and Sarah his wife.  
Genesis 35:19   So Rachel died and was buried
Genesis 35:29   Isaac’s sons Esau and Jacob buried him.
Gen. 50:24,25; Josh 24:32;Exo 13:19: Joseph had his father Jacob embalmed and they buried him. Then we find out that when Joseph died that Israel carried his bones around until they buried him in Shechem, the promised land.
Deuteronomy 34:6  Moses was buried by God.
2 Samuel 19:37 “Let thy servant, I pray thee, turn back again, that I may die in mine own city, and be buried by the grave of my father and of my mother. But behold thy servant Chimham; let him go over with my lord the king; and do to him what shall seem good unto thee.”   
Matthew 14:10-12 John the Baptist
John 20:11,12 But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre, 12 And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain.”  
Acts 2:29 “Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day.”   
Acts 5:5-10 Ananias and Sapphira
Acts 8:2 Stephen

 
A. There are examples of those that went against God’s Law and they were not allowed to have a burial or even burned. 
 
2 Kings 9:35 … 'On the plot of ground at Jezreel dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezebel;  37 'and the corpse of Jezebel shall be as refuse on the surface of the field”
Jeremiah 16:6 Jeremiah pronounced a curse on some Israelites.
"Both the great and the small shall die in this land. They shall not be buried” 
Jeremiah 22:19 Jeremiah also made a similar prophecy about King Jehoiakim. “He shall be buried with the burial of a donkey, Dragged and cast out beyond the gates of Jerusalem.”
 











B. Burial was considered as an act of kindness and respect.
 
1 Samuel 31:11 Now when the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead heard what the Philistines had done to Saul,  12 all the valiant men arose and traveled all night, and took the body of Saul and the bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth Shan; and they came to Jabesh and burned them there.  13 Then they took their bones and buried them under the tamarisk tree at Jabesh, and fasted seven days.
 2 Samuel 2:4 Then the men of Judah came, and there they anointed David king over the house of Judah. And they told David, saying, "The men of Jabesh Gilead were the ones who buried Saul."  5 So David sent messengers to the men of Jabesh Gilead, and said to them, "You are blessed of the LORD, for you have shown this kindness to your lord, to Saul, and have buried him.  6 "And now may the LORD show kindness and truth to you. I also will repay you this kindness, because you have done this thing.

 Here we find out that they burned Saul and his sons first and then they buried them. They did not burn these bodies to punish them, but they did it out of necessity, it was part of the burial service and it was considered showing kindness.  King David stated such in 2 Sam 2:4
 
 
8. So, whether you decide to be buried the traditional way or you are cremated do it in an honorable way that respects the body. Also rememder that your motives should not be to test God’s wisdom and warnings as with the bronze serpant in 1Cor 10:9;Num 6.  It’s up to you for it will by no means affect your resurrection because if God could create us from dust, he can certainly resurrect and transform our physical body into an everlasting spiritual body no matter what the condition of our body may be.
 
Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.  2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.
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