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Introduction

Lesson 1

. Why this Study?

A. Increase Our Alertness.
1. “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary ...”, 1 Pet, 5:8, NASB.
2. The Devil uses Worldliness to influence and tempt the Christian.
3. Has worldly attitudes and desires and practices crept into our lives?

B. Repent of Evil Influences.

1. “5 Then | said, “Woe is me, for | am ruined! Because | am a man of unclean
lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips; ... 7 And he touched my
mouth with it and said, “Behold, this has touched your lips; and your iniquity
is taken away, and your sin is forgiven.”™, I1sa. 6:5,7 (NASB).

2. When Isaiah receives his call to preach to the people, he recognized his sin
and influence of the people upon his life and repented.

C. Staying Saved.
1. “So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation

with fear and trembling”, Phil. 2:12.
2. Staying saved requires work, alertness and an honest heart.

Objectives.

A. ldentify worldliness influences that have crept into our lives.
B. Develop and execute a plan of repentance.

C. Answer the review questions.

D. Satisfy the lesson plan for this study (see end of this lesson).

lll. Study Approach.

A. The class materials have been designed to immerse you in the Scriptures. The
text in NASB is provided and you are requested to answer the questions by
highlighting, underlining and marking up the text. Please bring highlighters and
colored pencils to class. For those using electronic devices, please highlight
your text and insert the questions and notes digitally.
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B. Repetition will be utilized to understand and remember key principles, key
learnings and key Scriptures. The features of this class to accomplish this are: 1)
pre-reading of key Scriptures, 2) class text, 3) working your lessons, 4) my
reading Scriptures in class, 5) overhead projection of Scriptures/markings, 6)
previews and 7) many reviews.

C. Afive to ten minute review will begin each class utilizing the questions in the
review section.

D. Think about practical application throughout the class and make notes.

E. The students are encouraged to actively participate in class.

IV. Class Schedule.

Date Subject
1. Dec. 1 (Sunday) Introduction.
2. Dec. 4 Not of the World.
3. Dec. 8 Not of the World.
4. Dec. 11 10 Principals: Right or Wrong?
5. Dec. 15 10 Principals: Right or Wrong?
6. Dec. 18 DisHonesty.
7. Dec. 22 DisHonesty.
8. Dec. 25 Materialism.
9. Dec. 29 Materialism.
10. Jan. 1(Wednesday) Drinking.
I1.Jan. 5 Drinking.
12. Jan. 8 Drinking.
13. Jan. 12 Drug Abuse.
14. Jan. 15 Drug Abuse/Mid-Review.
15. Jan. 19 Occultism.
16. Jan. 22 Occultism.
Jan. 26 Gospel Meeting.
17. Jan. 29 Dancing.
18. Feb. 2(Sunday) Dancing.
19. Feb. 5 Idolatry.
20. Feb. 9 Dress.
21. Feb. 12 Dress.
22.Feb. 16 Sensuality.
23. Feb. 19 Sensuality.
24. Feb. 23 Living Sensibly.
25. Feb. 26 (Wednesday) Review.
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V. Definition.

A. The concept of worldliness is throughout of the Bible. However, there is not an
explicit definition for the word but it is implied in statements like “of the world”,
John 17:14, “you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk”, Eph. 4:17 and
‘worldly”.

B. Definition = Practices, desires and attitudes of the world that are ungodly.

C. “Instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly,
righteously and godly in the present age,”, Tit. 2:12.

VIl. Student Expectations.

A. Every capable student is expected to spend some time outside of class in
working on their Bible lessons before class.

1. Act2:42 -- "They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles'
teaching."

2. Acts 17:11 -- "Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica,
for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures
daily to see whether these things were so."

3. Eph. 4:3 - “Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”, K]V.

4. Eph. 6:11 - “Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm
against the schemes of the devil.”.

B. Participate in class if you are willing.
C. Complete answering the review questions.

VIIL. Instructor Expectations.
A. I will do my best to “rightly dividing the word of truth”, 1l Tim. 2:15, KJV.
B. Your honest and forthcoming comments will assist me in accomplishing my
mandate.
C. Sometimes | will ask students to answer questions without asking for volunteers.
This is not meant to embarrass anyone but to encourage us to complete the

lessons.

D. Any question asked in class will be repeated for others to hear and for the audio
capture.

E. Any question not answered in class will be addressed at the beginning of the next
class.

IX. References.

A. The Scripture.
B. Worldliness, class lessons prepared by Steve Fontenot, 1997.
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C. An Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, W. E. Vine, Merrill F. Unger, William

White Jr., Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1984.
D. Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible, James Strong, Crusade Bible

Publishers, Inc.

X. Lesson Plan.

A. Understandings: What do you want the class to know after the quarter?

1.
2.
3.

Define worldliness and the many tenets thereof.

Answer all the review questions.

Understand the phrases in John 17: “in the world”, “of the world”, “into the
world”.

4. Realize the Word and the application of it, separates us from the world.

5. Appreciate and grasp the 10 principles to determine right from wrong.

6. Understand the importance and critical nature of good and honest heart.
7.
8
9
1

Deceitfulness of materialism.

. Wine in the Bible can be non-alcoholic and be able to demonstrate.

How God views the occult.

0.How to live sensibly.

B. Skills: What do you want the class to be able to do after the lessons?

1.
2.
3.

Improve critical reading and analytic skills of Scripture.
Highlighting text and finding answers in the text.
Be more alert to worldly influences.

4. Be able to teach others on principles learned in class.

C. Attitudes: What attitudes do you want to develop as a result of the
lessons?

1.
2.
3.

Introduction

Recognize that we can be influenced by worldliness.
Be penitent of participating in or having worldly attitudes.
Develop a sense of urgency in maintaining our salvation.
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Not of the World

Lesson 2

OBJECTIVE: Impress the Christian’s obligation and ability to live by a standard
separate from and higher than the world.

John 17:14-21, NASB

14 "I have given them Thy word;
and the world has hated them,
because they are not of the world,
even as [ am not of the world.

15 "I do not ask Thee to take them
out of the world, but to keep them
from the evil one.

16 "They are not of the world,
even as [ am not of the world.

17 "Sanctify them in the truth; Thy
word is truth.

18 "As Thou didst send Me into
the world, I also have sent them
into the world.

19 "And for their sakes I sanctify
Myself, that they themselves also
may be sanctified in truth.

20 "I do not ask in behalf of these
alone, but for those also who
believe in Me through their word,;
21 that they may all be one; even
as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in
Thee, that they also may be in Us;
that the world may believe that
Thou didst send Me.”

Not of the World

* What is the context of these Scriptures?
Who is the “them”, vs. 14?

 Highlight the word “world.”

e In the same color, underline what Jesus
said about the “world.”

For the following questions:

Circle the words in the text that answer the question.
Draw a line from the question to the answer. Add
whatever notes are pertinent.

e  Who or what is the “world” in this text?
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John 17:14-21, NASB

14 "I have given them Thy word;
and the world has hated them,
because they are not of the world,
even as I am not of the world.

15 "I do not ask Thee to take them
out of the world, but to keep them
from the evil one.

16 "They are not of the world,
even as I am not of the world.

17 "Sanctify them in the truth; Thy
word is truth.

18 "As Thou didst send Me into
the world, I also have sent them
into the world.

19 "And for their sakes I sanctify
Myself, that they themselves also
may be sanctified in truth.

20 "I do not ask in behalf of these
alone, but for those also who
believe in Me through their word;
21 that they may all be one; even
as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in
Thee, that they also may be in Us;
that the world may believe that
Thou didst send Me.”

Not of the World

e Were the disciples “in the world”?

e Were they “of the world”?

* What does “of the world” mean?

*What does “into the world” mean?

e [f one is “of the world,” is he a
“Christian”? Explain.

¢ What word in the text means “to set
apart”?

* What sets people apart from the world?

Applications:
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Eph. 2:1-2,10 NASB

1 And you were dead in your
trespasses and sins,

2 in which you formerly walked
according to the course of this
world, according to the prince of
the power of the air, of the spirit
that is now working in the sons of
disobedience.

10 For we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in
them.

Not of the World

* Highlight the word “world” in same color
from previous exercise.

®* What is the “world”?

* Highlight the word “course”. Course =
moral & spiritual norms (“course” = age,
period of time; by metonymy for the
moral & spiritual character of an age.
NIV, “ways of this world.”)

e Highlight the word “spirit”. Spirit =
disposition, way of thinking.

e  When the Ephesians were “of the
world,” what determined their choices in
lifestyle.

e What was their condition when “of the
world”. What was the cause? Underline
in same color.

In contrast, what was to determine their
way of life now that they were in
Christ?

Applications:
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1 Pet. 1:14-19, NASB

14 As obedient children, do not be
conformed to the former lusts
which were yours in your
ignorance,

15 but like the Holy One who
called you, be holy yourselves also
in all your behavior;

16 because it 1s written, "YOU
SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM
HOLY."

17 And if you address as Father the
One who impartially judges
according to each man's work,
conduct yourselves in fear during
the time of your stay upon earth;
18 knowing that you were not
redeemed with perishable things
like silver or gold from your futile
way of life inherited from your
forefathers,

19 but with precious blood, as of a
lamb unblemished and spotless,
the blood of Christ.

Not of the World

Circle the words in the text that answer the question.
Draw a line from the question to the answer. Add
whatever notes are pertinent.

29

*  Who molded these peoples’ “way of life
when they were “of the world”?

*  Why did they live according to that
norm?

e Now, “as obedient children,” what is to
be the norm of their lives?

¢  What word in the text connotes
separateness?

e What motivations to holy living are
given in the text?

Applications:
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er. 13:23, NASB
23 "Can the Ethiopian change his

skin Or the leopard his spots? Then
you also can do good Who are
accustomed to doing evil.”

1 Pet. 4:3, NASB

3 For the time already past is
sufficient for you to have carried
out the desire of the Gentiles,
having pursued a course of
sensuality, lusts, drunkenness,
carousals, drinking parties and
abominable idolatries.

4 And in all this, they are surprised
that you do not run with them into
the same excess of dissipation, and
they malign you;

Not of the World

e What made it difficult for the people of
Jerusalem in Jeremiah’s day to change?

e Based on what Peter wrote, can , in fact,
must, a Christian make this change?

e What may happen when one makes such
a change in his habits?

NIV - vs. 3 “For you have spent enough
time in the past doing what pagans choose to
do...”

NRSYV - vs. 3 “You have already spent

enough time in doing what the Gentiles like
to do...”
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Jam. 1:25-27, NASB

25 But one who looks intently at
the perfect law, the law of liberty,
and abides by it, not having
become a forgetful hearer but an
effectual doer, this man shall be
blessed in what he does.

26 If anyone thinks himself to be
religious, and yet does not bridle
his tongue but deceives his own
heart, this man's religion is
worthless.

27 This is pure and undefiled

religion in the sight of our God and

Father, to visit orphans and
widows in their distress, and to
keep oneself unstained by the
world.

Not of the World

eMark the family of words that have to do
with doing, obedience.
Circle the words in the text that answer the question.

Draw a line from the question to the answer. Add
whatever notes are pertinent.

e What is the value of a religion that one
boasts of but is not characterized by the life
that corresponds to it?

e What are two marks of pure and
undefiled religion?
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Tit. 2:1,10-14, NASB

1 But as for you, speak the things
which are fitting for sound
doctrine...

10 ...that they may adorn the
doctrine of God our Savior in
every respect.

11 For the grace of God has
appeared, bringing salvation to all
men,

12 instructing us to deny
ungodliness and worldly desires
and to live sensibly, righteously
and godly in the present age,

13 looking for the blessed hope
and the appearing of the glory of
our great God and Savior, Christ
Jesus;

14 who gave Himself for us, that
He might redeem us from every
lawless deed and purify for
Himself a people for His own
possession, zealous for good
deeds.

*What will be the result when older men and
women, young men and women, even
bondslaves, (vv. 2-10) live the life befitting
sound doctrine?

* God’s people must recognize that the
grace of God has not only brought us
salvation, but also is instructing us... to do
what?

e What are rwo reasons Christ died for us?
What motivations are given in the text
for Christians to renounce worldly
ways and thinking and embrace the life

that befits the doctrine of God?

Applications:

Other Scripture References (Extra study, not necessary to read): 1 John 2:15-17, 1
Thess. 1:9, 4:5-7, 5:4-8, Eph. 4:1, 17-24, John 16:32-33, 1 John 4:1-6, Rom. 12:1-2,
1:16, 8:37, 1 Cor. 6:20, Phil. 1:27, 2:25, Col. 3:1-5, 1 John 5:4-5, Rev. 22:10-15.

Not of the World
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10 ?m’nci}oa[s: Is It Rigﬁt or Wmng

Lesson 3

OBJECTIVE: Set forth scriptural principles the Christian must respect in

determining his attitude and conduct.
1 - Is It Sinful?

Gal. 5:17-25, NASB

17 For the flesh sets its desire
against the Spirit, and the Spirit
against the flesh; for these are in
opposition to one another, so that
you may not do the things that you
please. 18 But if you are led by the
Spirit, you are not under the Law. 19
Now the deeds of the flesh are
evident, which are: immorality,
impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry,
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy,
outbursts of anger, disputes,
dissensions, factions, 21 envying,
drunkenness, carousing, and things
like these, of which I forewarn you
just as I have forewarned you that
those who practice such things shall
not inherit the kingdom of God. 22
But the fruit of the Spirit is love,
Joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, 23
gentleness, self-control; against such
things there is no law. 24 Now those
who belong to Christ Jesus have
crucified the flesh with its passions
and desires. 25 If we live by the
Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.

¢ What conflict do Christians face?
(Compare Tit. 2:12a.)

Circle the words in the text that
correspond to the following
categories. Draw a line from the
question to the answer.

* Animosity
* Sensuality
* Intoxication
e Partyism

* Idolatry

Circle the words in the text that
answer the question. Draw a line from
the question to the answer. Add
whatever notes are pertinent.

* What makes these things wrong?

* What motivations are given to help
the Christian do the right thing in this
conflict?

10 Principals: Is It Right or Wrong?
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1 John 3:4, NASB e What is another word for

4 Everyone who practices sin also “lawlessness”?

practices lawlessness; and sin is

lawlessness. e What is another word for “sin”? (1
1 John 5:17, NASB Jn. 5:17) (Compare Tit. 2:12b, “righteously.”)

17 All unrighteousness is sin, and
there is a sin not leading to death.

The Christian, seeking to “live sensibly, righteously, and godly” in the world
cannot participate in anything that is clearly a violation of the law of God. The
spirit of “worldliness” does not care what the law of God is. The Christian,
however, led by the Spirit, not by the flesh, does want to know what is sin because
he wants to avoid it.
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2 - Is It Doubtful?

Rom. 2:15, NASB

15 in that they show the work of the
Law written in their hearts, their
conscience bearing witness, and their
thoughts alternately accusing or else
defending them,

Rom. 14:23. NASB)
23 But he who doubts is condemned if

he eats, because his eating is not from
faith; and whatever is not from faith is
sin.

1 Cor. 8:11-13, NASB

11 For through your knowledge he who
1s weak 1s ruined, the brother for whose
sake Christ died.

12 And thus, by sinning against the
brethren and wounding their conscience
when it is weak, you sin against Christ.
13 Therefore, if food causes my brother
to stumble, I will never eat meat again,
that I might not cause my brother to
stumble.

Circle the words in the text that
answer the question. Draw a line
from the question to the answer.
Add whatever notes are pertinent.

What is the function of the
conscience?

Can a practice not sinful in and of
itself be a practice that is sinful for a
Christian to engage in? Explain.

Why must the Christian controlled by
love (see 1 Co. 8:1) be conscious of
another’s conscience?

The conscience is critical to right living (see 1 Tim. 1:19). The Christian seeking to
live “sensibly, righteously, and godly” in the world will want to avoid anything that
causes him or her to violate their own conscience or that would cause another to

violate their conscience.

10 Principals: Is It Right or Wrong?
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3 - Is It a Stumbling Block?

Matt. 18:5-7.10, NASB
5 "And whoever receives one such child
in My name receives Me;

6 but whoever causes one of these little
ones who believe in Me to stumble, it is
better for him that a heavy millstone be
hung around his neck, and that he be
drowned in the depth of the sea. 7 "Woe
to the world because of its stumbling
blocks! For it is inevitable that stumbling
blocks come; but woe to that man
through whom the stumbling block
comes! ... 10 "See that you do not
despise one of these little ones, for I say
to you, that their angels in heaven
continually behold the face of My Father
who is in heaven.

Rom. 14:13.15, NASB

13 Therefore let us not judge one another
anymore, but rather determine this—not
to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in
a brother's way. . . 15 For if because of
food your brother is hurt, you are no
longer walking according to love. Do not

destroy with your food him for whom
Christ died.

Circle the words in the text that
answer the question. Draw a line
from the question to the answer.
Add whatever notes are pertinent.

Who are “little ones” in the text?

What does Jesus warn not to do
to the “little ones”?

Based on the passage in
Romans, what is a “stumbling
block™? (See also 1 Co. 8:11-13
—previous page.)

What is the attitude of the
mature Christian toward
“stumbling blocks™?

Christians dedicated to living “sensibly, righteously, and godly” in this present
world will determine to avoid that which would have a detrimental spiritual or
moral influence upon others. They will think, they will think of others, and they
will make decisions in the fear of God rather than simply following selfish desires

and the worldly norm.
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4 - Does It Stir Lust?

Rom. 13:13-14, NASB

13 Let us behave properly as in the
day, not in carousing and drunkenness,
not in sexual promiscuity and
sensuality, not in strife and jealousy.
14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision for the flesh in
regard to its lusts.

e What will “putting on the Lord
Jesus Christ” cause one to do?

* Discussion (make appropriate

notes). What are some examples of
“making provision for the flesh in
regard to its lusts”?

Those who are serious about living “sensibly, righteously, and godly” in this
present world will weigh, not only whether something is clearly condemned, but
whether it promotes and fosters worldliness and ungodly lusts—e.g., the friends
that have, the places they go, the things they do, or the attitudes they have.
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5 - Does it Involve Associations that Lead to Sin?

Prov. 1:15, NASB

15 My son, do not walk in the way with
them. Keep your feet from their path.
16 For their feet run to evil, And they
hasten to shed blood.

Prov. 13:20, NASB

20 He who walks with wise men will be
wise, But the companion of fools will
suffer harm.

Prov. 22:24-25, NASB

24 Do not associate with a man given to
anger; Or go with a hot-tempered man,
25 Lest you learn his ways, And find a
snare for yourself.

1 Cor. 5:6, NASB

6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not
know that a little leaven leavens the
whole lump of dough?

1 Cor. 15:33, NASB
33 Do not be deceived: “Bad company
corrupts good morals.”

Mark the words or phrases in these
passages that have to do with who
your friends are. (You will not find
these in every passage.)

Now mark the words or phrases
that indicate the consequences of
the wrong kind of friends. (You will
not find these in every passage.)

For thought: Will the sincere desire to live “sensibly, righteously, and godly” in this
world affect who we choose as our friends? Will we choose those who entangle us
in alliances that drag us down to the world’s way of thinking, speaking, and living?
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6 - Is It Honorable?

Rom. 12:17, NASB
17... Respect what is right in the sight of
all men.

1 Cor. 10:30-33, NASB

31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or
whatever you do, do all to the glory of
God. 32 Give no offense either to Jews or
to Greeks or to the church of God; 33 just
as I also please all men in all things, not
seeking my own profit, but the profit of
the many, that they may be saved.

Circle the words in the text that
answer the question. Draw a
line from the question to the
answer. Add whatever notes
are pertinent.

* Besides whether something is
right or wrong in itself, what
other considerations will
weigh in the Christian’s
choices?

(Rom. 12:17: NIV, “Be careful to do what is right
in the eyes of everybody.” See NASB footnote.)
(1 Co. 10:32: NIV, “Do not cause anyone to
stumble”)

“Sensible, righteous, and godly” living will cause one to take into account what
others consider right and wrong and do nothing that is detrimental to their spiritual

well being.
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7 - Have You Put Christ First?

Matt. 6:33, NASB)
33 "But seek first His kingdom and His

righteousness; and all these things shall
be added to you.

Phil. 3:8, NASB

8 More than that, I count all things to be
loss in view of the surpassing value of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom
I have suffered the loss of all things, and
count them but rubbish in order that I may
gain Christ,

What place must the rule of
Christ have in the heart and life
of those who are citizens of His
kingdom?

How should we view all other
things that would vie for his
allegiance and interfere with his
relationship to Christ?

Living “sensibly, righteously, and godly” will have a definite impact on one’s

priorities in this world.
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8-Is It An Act of Love?

Rom. 12:9, NASB
9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor
what is evil; cling to what is good.

Rom. 13:8-10, NASB

8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love
one another; for he who loves his
neighbor has fulfilled the law.

9 For this, "You shall not commit
adultery, you shall not murder, you shall
not steal, you shall not covet," and if there
is any other commandment, it 1s summed

up in this saying, "You shall love your
neighbor as yourself." 10 Love does no
wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the
fulfillment of the law.

Circle the words in the text that
answer the question. Draw a line
from the question to the answer.
Add whatever notes are pertinent.

¢ Genuine love for brethren will
cause one to do what toward
“evil” and toward “good”?

e What do we own all men?

e What will love strive to never
do?

If we are living “sensibly, righteously, and godly” we will give serious thought to
whether are attitudes and actions do others good or harm—is it an act of love?

10 Principals: Is It Right or Wrong?
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9 -Is It Lawful?

1 Pet. 2:13-17, NASB

13 Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake
to every human institution, whether to a
king as the one in authority, 14 or to
governors as sent by him for the
punishment of evildoers and the praise of
those who do right. 15 For such is the
will of God that by doing right you may
silence the ignorance of foolish men. 16
Act as free men, and do not use your
freedom as a covering for evil, but use it
as bondslaves of God. 17 Honor all men;
love the brother-hood, fear God, honor
the king.

Christians are exhorted to
submit to whom?

Though this may be distasteful
to us because of the wickedness
of such people or the seeming
foolishness or unfairness of the
laws enacted by such people,
why must he do this anyway?

“Sensible, righteous, godly” living demands obedience to civil laws.
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10 - Does It Cause You to Have a Share in What Is Sinful?

1Cor. 10:14-21, NASB

14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from
idolatry.

15 I speak as to wise men; you judge what
I say.

16 Is not the cup of blessing which we
bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is
not the bread which we break a sharing in
the body of Christ?

17 Since there is one bread, we who are
many are one body; for we all partake of
the one bread.

18 Look at the nation Israel; are not those
who eat the sacrifices sharers in the altar?
19 What do I mean then? That a thing
sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an
idol is anything?

20 No, but I say that the things which the
Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons,
and not to God; and I do not want you to
become sharers in demons.

21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord
and the cup of demons; you cannot partake
of the table of the Lord and the table of
demons.

Circle the words in the text that
answer the question. Draw a line
from the question to the answer.
Add whatever notes are
pertinent.

* When Christians partake of
unleavened bread and fruit of
the vine in an assembly in the
name of Christ and following
prayers exalting the death of
Christ, what do these actions
connote?

e What did it mean when an
Israelite ate his share of the
animal sacrificed at the alter at
the temple in Jerusalem?

* When Gentiles gathered in a
pagan temple to eat meat that
had been sacrificed in honor of
an idol, what was the
significance of partaking in
that feast?

* For thought: Can Christians be
guilty of sharing in idolatry
while not believing in idols?

Living “sensibly, righteously, and godly” in this present world will cause us to
weigh whether a situation we involve ourselves in would put us in a position of
having fellowship with something that is contrary to Christ and what He stands for.
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CDis‘J—[onesty

Lesson 4

OBJECTIVE: Encourage Christians to perfect honesty.

“DisHonest = Opposite of “Honest”

1.

2.
3.
4

Marked by or displaying integrity; upright: an honest lawyer.

Not deceptive or fraudulent; genuine: honest weight.

Equitable; fair: honest wages for an honest day's work.

a. Characterized by truth; not false: honest reporting. b. Sincere; frank: an honest critique”

American Heritage Dictionary, Third Edition.

Whose “Child” are you?

Deu. 7:9, NASB

9 “Know therefore that the LORD
your God, He is God, the faithful
God, who keeps His covenant and
His lovingkindness to a thousandth

generation with those who love Him

and keep His commandments.”

2 Sam. 7:28, NASB

28 “And now, O Lord GOD, Thou
art God, and Thy words are truth
and Thou hast promised this good
thing to Thy servant.”

Psa. 31:5, NASB

5 “Into Thy hand I commit my
spirit; Thou hast ransomed me, O
LORD, God of truth.”

Highlight the words and phrases that
show God to be a God of truth and
trustworthiness.

DisHonesty
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Acts 27:25, NASB

25 “Therefore, keep up your courage, men,
for I believe God, that it will turn out
exactly as I have been told.”

Heb. 6:18, NASB

18 “in order that by two unchangeable
things, in which it is impossible for God to
lie, we may have strong encouragement,

we who have fled for refuge in laying hold
of the hope set before us.”

Highlight the words and phrases
that show God to be a God of
truth and trustworthiness.

Gen. 3:13. NASB
13 “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

2 Cor. 11:3, NASB
But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived

Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be
led astray from the simplicity and purity of
devotion to Christ.

John 8:44, NASB
44 “You are of your father the devil, and

you want to do the desires of your father.
He was a murderer from the beginning, and
does not stand in the truth, because there is
no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie,
he speaks from his own nature; for he is a
liar, and the father of lies.”

Eph. 6:11, NASB
11 “Put on the full armor of God, that you

may be able to stand firm against the
schemes of the devil. “

Highlight the words and phrases
that show Satan to be a being of
deceitfulness, scheming, and

lying.
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John 8:39. 42,44, NASB
39 They answered and said to Him,

“Abraham is our father.” Jesus *said to
them, “If you are Abraham's children, do
the deeds of Abraham.”

42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your
Father, you would love Me; for I proceeded
forth and have come from God, for I have
not even come on My own initiative, but
He sent Me.

44 You are of your father the devil, and you
want to do the desires of your father. He
was a murderer from the beginning, and
does not stand in the truth, because there is
no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie,
he speaks from his own nature; for he is a
liar, and the father of lies.”

1 John 3:7-9. NASB

7 Little children, let no one deceive you;
the one who practices righteousness is
righteous, just as He is righteous;

8 the one who practices sin is of the devil;
for the devil has sinned from the
beginning. The Son of God appeared for
this purpose, that He might destroy the
works of the devil.

9 No one who is born of God practices sin,
because His seed abides in him; and he
cannot sin, because he i1s born of God.

Highlight the phrases that show
what it means according to these
scriptures to be a “child of”” God
or of the devil.

Question for thought: If one who
was baptized for the remission of
sins upon their faith in Christ is
now a dishonest person, according

to these scriptures whose “child”
is he?
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Exhortations and Examples

Eph.4:17, 25, 28, NASB
17 This I say therefore, and affirm together

with the Lord, that you walk no longer just
as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of
their mind.

25 Therefore, laying aside falsehood,

SPEAK TRUTH, EACH ONE of you,
WITH HIS NEIGHBOR, for we are
members of one another...

28 Let him who steals steal no longer; but
rather let him labor, performing with his
own hands what is good, in order that he
may have something to share with him
who has need.

Mark the phrases that are
exhortations to honesty.

Circle or underline the phrase that
shows dishonesty is worldliness.
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Jam. 5:12, NASB
12 But above all, my brethren, do not

swear, either by heaven or by earth or with
any other oath; but let your yes be yes, and
your no, no; so that you may not fall under
judgment.

Rom. 13:7-10, NASB

7 Render to all what is due them: tax to
whom tax is due; custom to whom custom:;
fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor.

8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love
one another; for he who loves his neighbor
has fulfilled the law. 9 For this, “YOU
SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY,
YOU SHALL NOT MURDER, YOU
SHALL NOT STEAL, YOU SHALL NOT
COVET,” and if there is any other
commandment, it is summed up in this
saying, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR
NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELFE.”

10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love
therefore is the fulfillment of the law.

Mark the phrases that are
exhortations to honesty.

DisHonesty Page 29

Lesson 4




1 Thess. 2:3. NASB
3 For our exhortation does not come from
error or impurity or by way of deceit;

2 Cor. 1:17, NASB

17 Therefore, I was not vacillating when I
intended to do this, was 1? Or that which I
purpose, do I purpose according to the
flesh, that with me there should be yes, yes

and no, no at the same time?

In both scriptures, mark the
phrases that discuss dishonesty in
conduct.

Circle the phrase in the second
scripture that puts dishonesty in
the category of worldliness. (See
Gal. 5:19f))

Examples of DisHonesty:

Gen. 4:9, NASB

9 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is
Abel your brother?” And he said, “I do
not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?

Highlight the person who was
dishonest. Then underline in the
same color the act of dishonesty.

Gen. 12:13; 20:2, NASB

13 “Please say that you are my sister so
that it may go well with me because of
you, and that I may live on account of
you.”

2 And Abraham said of Sarah his wife,
“She is my sister.” So Abimelech king of
Gerar sent and took Sarah.
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Gen. 27:18-19. NASB

18 Then he came to his father and said,
“My father.” And he said, “Here I am.
Who are you, my son?”

19 And Jacob said to his father, “I am
Esau your first-born; I have done as you
told me. Get up, please, sit and eat of my
game, that you may bless me.”

2 Sam. 11:12-13, NASB
12 Then David said to Uriah, “Stay here
today also, and tomorrow I will let you
£0.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that
day and the next.

13 Now David called him, and he ate and
drank before him, and he made him
drunk; and in the evening he went out to
lie on his bed with his lord’s servants, but
he did not go down to his house.

Luke 10:25, 29, NASB

25 And behold, a certain lawyer stood up
and put Him to the test, saying, “Teacher,
what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”

29 But wishing to justify himself, he said
to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
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Acts 5:1-3. NASB
1 But a certain man named Ananias, with

his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of
property,

2 and kept back some of the price for
himself, with his wife’s full knowledge,
and bringing a portion of it, he laid it at
the apostles’ feet.

3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has
Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy
Spirit, and to keep back some of the price
of the land?

Jam. 5:4, NASB
4 Behold, the pay of the laborers who

mowed your fields, and which has been
withheld by you (rich men), cries out
against you; and the outcry of those who
did the harvesting has reached the ears of
the Lord of Sabaoth.

WHY DO PEOPLE CHEAT, ACT DISHONESTLY?

1 Pet. 4:3-4,12-19, NASB Highlight the phrases that

3 For the time already past is sufficient for indicate why people act

you to have carried out the desire of the dishonest. Summarize what
Gentiles, having pursued a course of itis?

sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousals,
drinking parties and abominable idolatries.4
And 1n all this, they are surprised that you
do not run with them into the same excess of
dissipation, and they malign you;
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Eph. 2:2, 3, NASB
2 in which you formerly walked according

to the course of this world, according to the
prince of the power of the air, of the spirit
that is now working in the sons of
disobedience.

3 Among them we too all formerly lived in
the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires
of the flesh and of the mind, and were by
nature children of wrath, even as the rest.

Phil. 3:18-19, NASB

18 For many walk, of whom I often told
you, and now tell you even weeping, that
they are enemies of the cross of Christ,

19 whose end is destruction, whose god is
their appetite, and whose glory is in their
shame, who set their minds on earthly

things.

Luke 10:28, NASB

28 And He said to him, “You have answered
correctly; DO THIS, AND YOU WILL
LIVE.”

29 But wishing to justify himself, he said to
Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

Rom. 6:3, NASB

3 Or do you not know that all of us who
have been baptized into Christ Jesus have
been baptized into His death?

Fill in the Blanks

1. The word of God can germinate and bear fruit only in an

good heart, Luke 8:15.
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children of light walk in goodness, righteousness, and , Eph 5:8-9.
. lay aside and speak , Eph 4:25.

gird their loins with , Eph 6:14.

walk in ,2JIn4.

are fellow-workers with the ,3Jn8.

as stewards that one be found ,1 Co4:2.

. our exhortation does not come from error or impurity or by way of ,
1 Th 2:3.

I

Applications:

Other Scripture References (Extra study, not necessary to read): Deut. 32:4; 2 Sam.
7:28; Ps. 19:7-9; 111:7; 119:151; John 8:46; 14:6; 16:13; 17:17; 18:37; Ro 3:4; 2 Cor.
2:11; Rev. 3:14; 12:9; 19:11; 20:10; 22:6.
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Materialism

Lesson 5
OBJECTIVE: Open our eyes to see the danger of materialism in our lives.

Defined: The view that makes acquiring and preservation of material things that
which consumes one's time, energy, and activities, crowding out other priorities.

Lk.12:15-21, NASB Beware of Materialism!

15 And He said to them, “Beware,

and be on your guard against every Highlight in different colors:

form of greed; for not even when one e  Words that describe material things

has an abundance does his life consist (e.g., “inheritance,” “possessions,” etc.)
of his possessions.” * “I” and “my” words

16 And He told them a parable,

saying, “The land of a certain rich “Greed” (“covetousness” KJV, NKJV).

man was very productive.

17 “And he began reasoning to
himself, saying, ‘What shall I do,
since I have no place to store my
crops?’

18 “And he said, ‘This is what I will
do: I will tear down my barns and
build larger ones, and there I will
store all my grain and my goods.

19 ‘And I will say to my soul, “Soul,
you have many goods laid up for
many years to come; take your ease,
eat, drink and be merry.””’

20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool!
This very night your soul is required
of you; and now who will own what
you have prepared?’

21 “So is the man who lays up
treasure for himself, and is not rich
toward God.”

Based on the context write a
definition of what Jesus meant by this

word “greed”. Consider:

* The setting (Read the previous
section also, vv. 1-12, to get the setting
in which this event occurred.)

e The statement itself (v. 15)

» The parable Jesus used to illustrate it
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Luke 12:22-34, NASB

21 “So is the man who lays up treasure
for himself, and is not rich toward God.”
22 And He said to His disciples, “For
this reason I say to you, do not be
anxious for your life, as to what you
shall eat; nor for your body, as to what
you shall put on.

23 “For life is more than food, and the
body than clothing.

24 “Consider the ravens, for they neither
sow nor reap; and they have no
storeroom nor barn; and yet God feeds

them; how much more valuable you are
than the birds!

25 “And which of you by being anxious
can add a single cubit to his life's span?
26 “If then you cannot do even a very
little thing, why are you anxious about
other matters?

27 “Consider the lilies, how they grow;
they neither toil nor spin; but I tell you,
even Solomon in all his glory did not
clothe himself like one of these.

28 “But if God so arrays the grass in the
field, which is alive today and tomorrow
1s thrown into the furnace, how much
more will He clothe you, O men of little
faith!

29 “And do not seek what you shall eat,
and what you shall drink, and do not
keep worrying.

30 “For all these things the nations of the
world eagerly seek; but your Father
knows that you need these things.

Seek First his Kingdom!

Highlight in different colors:

e Words that describe material
things (use the same color as you did
in vv. 15-21.)

e “More” phrases (e.g., “more
than,” “much more,” etc.). Mark in
the same color the “kingdom”
phrases (“His kingdom,” “the
kingdom.”). In the same color, go
back to Lk. 12:15 and mark “not
consist of” - i.e. there is “much
more” to life than material
possessions!

e “rich” and “treasure” (including
v.21)

Circle “for this reason” and “for.”
These point to the reasons Jesus
gave for the warning against
materialism. Can you see at least
four reasons?

1-vv.21-22
2 -vv.23-28

3-vv.29-33

4-v.34
Draw a line from this question to

the phrases in the text that indicate
the attitude toward material things
Jesus is warning his disciples
against. This is an attitude that is
characteristic of the world

Materialism
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31 “But seek for His kingdom, and these
things shall be added to you.

32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for
your Father has chosen gladly to give
you the kingdom.

33 “Sell your possessions and give to
charity; make yourselves purses which
do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in
heaven, where no thief comes near, nor
moth destroys.

34 “For where your treasure is, there
will your heart be also.

Matt. 6:19-24, NASB

19 “Do not lay up for yourselves
treasures upon earth, where moth and
rust destroy, and where thieves break in
and steal.

20 “But lay up for yourselves treasures
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
destroys, and where thieves do not break
in or steal;

21 for where your treasure is, there will
your heart be also.

22 “The lamp of the body is the eye; if
therefore your eye is clear, your whole
body will be full of light.

23 “But if your eye is bad, your whole
body will be full of darkness. If therefore
the light that is in you is darkness, how
great is the darkness!

24 “No one can serve two masters; for
either he will hate the one and love the
other, or he will hold to one and despise
the other. You cannot serve God and
mammon.

Mental Honesty

Highlight in different colors:

* freasures.
* gye.

Is verse 19 true?

What is the eye?

What does this phrase mean

, Gle

therefore your eye is clear”?

Materialism Page 37

Lesson 5




Luke 12:35-40, NASB

35 “Be dressed in readiness, and keep
your lamps alight.

36 And be like men who are waiting for
their master when he returns from the
wedding feast, so that they may
immediately open the door to him when
he comes and knocks.

37 Blessed are those slaves whom the
master shall find on the alert when he
comes; truly I say to you, that he will gird
himself to serve, and have them recline at
the table, and will come up and wait on
them.

38 Whether he comes in the second
watch, or even in the third, and finds them
so, blessed are those slaves.

39 And be sure of this, that if the head of
the house had known at what hour the
thief was coming, he would not have
allowed his house to be broken into.

40 You too, be ready; for the Son of Man
is coming at an hour that you do not
expect.”

Read also vs. 41-48.

Be Ready!

Highlight the “ready” family of
words (“readiness,” “
the alert,” etc.).

waiting,” “on

Contextually (vv. 13ff), what
threatens one’s readiness?
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Mark 4:7.18-19. NASB

7 “And other seed fell among the thorns,
and the thorns came up and choked it, and
it yielded no crop. . .

18 “And others are the ones on whom
seed was sown among the thorns; these
are the ones who have heard the word,
19 and the worries of the world, and the
deceitfulness of riches, and the desires
for other things enter in and choke the
word, and it becomes unfruitful.”

“Choked” out!

Number the three things Jesus
said “chokes the word” so that
men and women become
“unfruitful.”
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Eccl. 5:18-6:9, NASB

18 Here is what I have seen to be good and
fitting: to eat, to drink and enjoy oneself in
all one's labor in which he toils under the
sun during the few years of his life which
God has given him; for this is his reward.
19 Furthermore, as for every man to whom
God has given riches and wealth, He has
also empowered him to eat from them and
to receive his reward and rejoice in his
labor; this is the gift of God.

20 For he will not often consider the years
of his life, because God keeps him occupied
with the gladness of his heart.

1 There is an evil which I have seen under
the sun and it is prevalent among men--

2 a man to whom God has given riches and
wealth and honor so that his soul lacks
nothing of all that he desires, but God has
not empowered him to eat from them, for a
foreigner enjoys them. This is vanity and a
severe affliction.

3 If a man fathers a hundred children and
lives many years, however many they be,
but his soul is not satisfied with good
things, and he does not even have a proper
burial, then I say, "Better the miscarriage
than he,

4 for it comes in futility and goes into
obscurity; and its name is covered in
obscurity.

“Eat, Drink, Enjoy!”

Highlight the “under the sun” and
“see the sun” phrases.

In another color, mark the
following phrases:

» “to eat, to drink, and enjoy
oneself”

e “to eat from them and to
receive his reward and rejoice in”
e “to eat from them”

e “satisfied”

° ‘6enj0y”

(13 b 29
i appetite
e “satisfied”
° “See”

Underline in the same color
“not”’s associated with these
words.

What view toward life is
commended in 5:18-207?

What is the “evil” (bad,
unfortunate, undesirable)
circumstance of life the writer has
“seen” to be “prevalent among
men”?
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5 "It never sees the sun and it never knows
anything; it is better off than he.

6 "Even if the other man lives a thousand
years twice and does not enjoy good
things--do not all go to one place?"

7 All a man's labor is for his mouth and yet
the appetite is not satisfied.

8 For what advantage does the wise man
have over the fool? What advantage does
the poor man have, knowing how to walk
before the living?

9 What the eyes see is better than what the
soul desires. This too is futility and a
striving after wind.

Materialism Page 41

Lesson 5




1 Tim. 6:17-19, NASB Wise living
17 Instruct those who are rich in this
present world not to be conceited or to fix Draw a line to the word that shows
their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but why God gives us things.

on God, who richly supplies us with all

things to enjoy. Circle “not” and “but.” Underline
18 Instruct them to do good, to be rich in the phrases in v. 17 that describe
good works, to be generous and ready to the instructed believer’s focus in
share, life.

19 storing up for themselves the treasure of

a good foundation for the future, so that Vs. 18-19 show how this focus in
they may take hold of that which is life life is carried out.

indeed.

Materialism is Consuming God’s People.
Husbands and wives have no time or energy left to develop love and enjoy

companionship—they are too tired or too busy either making money to buy things,
caring for the things they purchased, or enjoying their things. Many “live together
alone” —in the midst of a growing collection of things. What happened to an
evening spent talking together and enjoying one another’s company? Maybe a
simple walk...a pleasant drive (do you remember just driving around with that girl
you loved...?) — have we been duped into thinking we must have things to make
us happy? People have more than they’ve ever had, more things that is—but less
love, joy, happiness. And then we are scammed into thinking if we had but more
things it would solve the problem! It doesn’t require another man or woman—
materialism is quite adept at driving the wedge that separates husbands and wives.
Must we let it continue?

Parents have no time to read to their children, to listen to their stories, to do things
with them and let them learn by doing things with dad or mom—both parents and
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children are too busy with things such as TV’s, computers, houses, yards,
automobiles, and making money to provide the children with more things. Is the
measure of good parenthood how many good things we can provide our children
with? Your children need you—your love, your care, your wisdom, your example.
Materialism has kidnapped parents! And by drowning our children with things to
keep them busy (so they won’t get in our way), we have let materialism kidnap our
children!

Often in churches there are no “older women” to “train the younger women” —
they’ve been too busy working so the family could have more things, rather than
spend time as they grew older in study, prayer, and gaining experience in serving
others. Elders? There are going to be older men, but where are those men among
the older who have devoted themselves to studying, growing, teaching, training
their families, and standing on the battle line fighting the fight of faith so that they
are now equipped in their mature years to serve God’s people as spiritual leaders?
They’ve learned how to fish, hunt, and play golf, and they have things to prove it—
fishing rods, guns, and golf clubs. Their lives have been devoted—and sometimes
at their insistence, their wives’ lives—to accumulating things so they can have a
good retirement with many things to enjoy. Who is visiting the sick, calling on
those who are falling away, and seeking the lost? Who has time? After all, things
take time—to buy, to maintain, and if we have worked that hard to get them,
should we not spend our time enjoying them...? No wonder so little fruit is being
born. Materialism is “choking the word.” The devil will gladly help us get things in
exchange for spiritual growth and service.

Yes, the “world” pursues “these things.” And with them these things are the
measure of “the good life.” But, we are not of the world. We should know better.
We ought not be deceived as they are. We know of higher goals—that there is
“more” to life than possessions. He has promised us the kingdom! It is the greatest
treasure. “O men of little faith...” - is he talking to us?

May God help us!
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Concluding Observations on Materialism.

1. Robs of present fulfillment - Eccl. 6:1-9.

2. Blinds to spiritual priorities - Luke 12:20-21, 31-34.

3. Subversive to a peaceful society - 1 Ki. 21:1-24 (Ahab & Naboth; innocent man
murdered).

4. Foolish futility - Luke 12:15; Matt. 6:27.

5. Bring spiritual death - Mark 7:22; 1 Cor. 6:10.

6. Proper view of blessings: Eccl 5:18-20; 1 Tim 6:17-19.

Applications:

Other Scripture References (Extra study, not necessary to read): Matt. 5:6; 6:19-34;
Luke 10:28-29; 16:14-16; John 5:44; 7:17; Acts 13:46-48; 1 Cor. 7:29-31, 2 Thess.
2:10-12, Jam. 4:13-17.

Materialism Page 44 Lesson 5



CDancing

Lesson 6

OBJECTIVE: Understand that the Principles in Bible would not allow a Christian

to dance in public.

Defined:1. Move the body to music.

2. Move rhythmically to music, typically following a set sequence of steps.

Eph. 3:3-10, NASB
3 But do not let immorality or any impurity or

greed even be named among you, as is proper
among saints;

4 and there must be no filthiness and silly talk,
or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but
rather giving of thanks.

5 For this you know with certainty, that no
immoral or impure person or covetous man,
who is an i1dolater, has an inheritance in the
kingdom of Christ and God.

6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for
because of these things the wrath of God comes
upon the sons of disobedience.

7 Therefore do not be partakers with them;

8 for you were formerly darkness, but now you
are light in the Lord; walk as children of light

9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all
goodness and righteousness and truth),

10 trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.

Motivations to
Understand.

Highlight the words
impurity, impure.

What does this word mean?
Look up Strong’s, Thayer,
Vines, Other Sources.

Can dancing between men
and women in public be
impure?

Highlight the motivations in
the text to be pure.
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Ex. 15:20-21, NASB

20 And Miriam the prophetess,
Aaron’s sister, took the timbrel in her
hand, and all the women went out
after her with timbrels and with
dancing.

Dancing in the Bible.

Highlight the following in next 8
Scriptures:

* Who was dancing.
* Occasion.

21 And Miriam answered them, “Sing .

Lo Answer these questions:
to the LORD, for He is highly exalted; 1. Who was dancing: children
The horse and his rider He has hurled women, men, men & women

into the sea. together, indefinite.

2. Occasion of dancing.

3. Justify men & women dancing in
public?

Ex. 32:19,23. NASB

19 And it came about, as soon as Moses came
near the camp, that he saw the calf and the
dancing; and Moses’ anger burned, and he
threw the tablets from his hands and shattered
them at the foot of the mountain.

23 “For they said to me, ‘Make a god for us
who will go before us; for this Moses, the
man who brought us up from the land of
Egypt, we do not know what has become of
him.
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1 Sam. 18:6-7, NASB

6 And it happened as they were coming, when
David returned from killing the Philistine,
that the women came out of all the cities of
Israel, singing and dancing, to meet King
Saul, with tambourines, with joy and with
musical instruments.

7 And the women sang as they played, and
said, “Saul has slain his thousands, And
David his ten thousands.”

2 Sam. 6:14,16, NASB

14 And David was dancing before the LORD
with all his might, and David was wearing a
linen ephod.

16 Then it happened as the ark of the LORD
came into the city of David that Michal the
daughter of Saul looked out of the window
and saw King David leaping and dancing
before the LORD; and she despised him in
her heart.

Job 21:7,11-12, NASB
7 “Why do the wicked still live, Continue on,

also become very powerful?

11 “They send forth their little ones like the
flock, And their children skip about.

12 “They sing to the timbrel and harp And
rejoice at the sound of the flute.
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Psa. 149:1-3, NASB

1 Praise the LORD! Sing to the LORD a new
song, And His praise in the congregation of
the godly ones.

2 Let Israel be glad in his Maker; Let the sons
of Zion rejoice in their King.

3 Let them praise His name with dancing; Let
them sing praises to Him with timbrel and
lyre.

Eccl. 3:1,4, NASB

1 There is an appointed time for everything.
And there is a time for every event under
heaven,

4 A time to weep, and a time to laugh; A time

to mourn, and a time to dance.

Luke 15:25,27, NASB

25 “Now his older son was in the field, and
when he came and approached the house, he
heard music and dancing.

27 “And he said to him, ‘Your brother has
come, and your father has killed the fattened
calf, because he has received him back safe
and sound.
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Apply 10 Principles: Is Dancing in Public Right or Wrong?

Gal. 5:17-25, NASB

17 For the flesh sets its desire
against the Spirit, and the Spirit
against the flesh; for these are in
opposition to one another, so that
you may not do the things that you
please. 18 But if you are led by the
Spirit, you are not under the Law. 19
Now the deeds of the flesh are
evident, which are: immorality,
impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry,
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy,
outbursts of anger, disputes,
dissensions, factions, 21 envying,
drunkenness, carousing, and things
like these, of which I forewarn you
just as I have forewarned you that
those who practice such things shall
not inherit the kingdom of God. 22
But the fruit of the Spirit is love,
Joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, 23
gentleness, self-control; against such
things there is no law. 24 Now those
who belong to Christ Jesus have
crucified the flesh with its passions
and desires. 25 If we live by the
Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.

1-Is It Sinful?

* If you believe dancing violates this
principle, highlight the words
supporting your answer.
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Rom. 2:15, NASB
15 in that they show the work of the
Law written in their hearts, their

conscience bearing witness, and their
thoughts alternately accusing or else
defending them,

Rom. 14:23, NASB)

23 But he who doubts is condemned if
he eats, because his eating is not from

faith; and whatever is not from faith is
sin.

2 - Is It Doubtful?

 If you believe dancing violates this
principle, highlight the words
supporting your answer.

Matt. 18:5-7.10, NASB
5 "And whoever receives one such child

in My name receives Me;

6 but whoever causes one of these little
ones who believe in Me to stumble, it is
better for him that a heavy millstone be
hung around his neck, and that he be
drowned in the depth of the sea. 7 "Woe
to the world because of its stumbling
blocks! For it is inevitable that stumbling
blocks come; but woe to that man
through whom the stumbling block
comes! . .. 10 "See that you do not
despise one of these little ones, for I say
to you, that their angels in heaven
continually behold the face of My Father
who is in heaven.

3 - Is It a Stumbling-Block?

 If you believe dancing violates
this principle, highlight the
words supporting your answer.
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Rom. 13:13-14, NASB 4 - Does It Stir Lust?
13 Let us behave properly as in the

day, not in carousing and drunkenness, * If you believe dancing violates this
not in sexual promiscuity and principle, highlight the words
sensuality, not in strife and jealousy. supporting your answer.

14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision for the flesh in
regard to its lusts.

Prov. 1:15, NASB 5 - Does it Involve

15 My son, do not walk in the way with Associations that Lead to Sin?
them. Keep your feet from their path.
16 For their feet run to evil, And they
hasten to shed blood.

e If you believe dancing violates
this principle, highlight the words
supporting your answer.

1 Cor. 5:6, NASB

6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not
know that a little leaven leavens the
whole lump of dough?
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Rom. 12:17, NASB 6 - Is It Honorable?

17... Respect what is right in the sight of
all men. * If you believe dancing violates
this principle, highlight the words
supporting your answer.

Matt. 6:33, NASB) 7 - Have You Put Christ First?
33 "But seek first His kingdom and His

righteousness; and all these things shall * If you believe dancing violates
be added to you. this principle, highlight the words

supporting your answer.
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Rom. 12:9, NASB
9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor
what is evil; cling to what is good.

Rom. 13:8-10, NASB

8 Owe nothing to anyone except to love
one another; for he who loves his
neighbor has fulfilled the law.

9 For this, "You shall not commit
adultery, you shall not murder, you shall
not steal, you shall not covet," and if there
is any other commandment, it 1s summed
up in this saying, "You shall love your
neighbor as yourself." 10 Love does no
wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the
fulfillment of the law.

8-Is It An Act of Love?

» If you believe dancing violates
this principle, highlight the
words supporting your answer.

1 Pet. 2:13-17, NASB

13 Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake
to every human institution, whether to a
king as the one in authority, 14 or to
governors as sent by him for the
punishment of evildoers and the praise of
those who do right. 15 For such is the
will of God that by doing right you may
silence the ignorance of foolish men. 16
Act as free men, and do not use your
freedom as a covering for evil, but use it
as bondslaves of God. 17 Honor all men;
love the brother-hood, fear God, honor
the king.

9 - Is It Lawful?

* If you believe dancing violates
this principle, highlight the
words supporting your answer.
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1Cor. 10:14-21, NASB

14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from
idolatry.

15 I speak as to wise men; you judge what
I say.

16 Is not the cup of blessing which we
bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is
not the bread which we break a sharing in
the body of Christ?

17 Since there is one bread, we who are
many are one body; for we all partake of
the one bread.

18 Look at the nation Israel; are not those
who eat the sacrifices sharers in the altar?
19 What do I mean then? That a thing
sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an
idol is anything?

20 No, but I say that the things which the
Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons,
and not to God; and I do not want you to
become sharers in demons.

21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord
and the cup of demons; you cannot partake
of the table of the Lord and the table of
demons.

10 - Does It Cause You to
Have a Share in What Is
Sinful?

e If you believe dancing violates
this principle, highlight the
words supporting your answer.

How many principles does
dancing violate?
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Efforts to Justify

. I have no evil thoughts when I dance.

. Chaperoned dancing is OK.

. Let children go to school dances so not go to night clubs.
. I do it for the exercise.

. Necessary for social acceptance.

. Go to clubs or ballrooms but I do not dance.

. Idid it and I turned out all right.

N N D bW

Applications:

Other Scripture References (Extra study, not necessary to read): Jud. 11:34; 21:21;
21:23; 1 Sam. 21:11; 29:5; 30:16; 1Chron. 15:29; Ps. 30:11; 150:4; Isa. 13:21; Jer. 31:4;
31:13; Lam. 5:15 1 Ki. 18:26, Isa. 3:16, Matt. 11:17; 14.6; Mark 6:22.
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Dm’nﬁing

Lesson 7

OBJECTIVE: Urge Christians to abstain from the recreational, psychological and
social use of alcoholic beverages.

Eternal Consequences.

Gal.5:19.21. NASB Mark the words in the text that answer the

19 Now the deeds of the flesh question.
Which two words refer to consumption of

intoxicating beverages?
Compare other translations.

are evident, which are:
immorality, impurity, sensuality,
21 envying, drunkenness,
carousing, and things like these,
of which I forewarn you just as
I have forewarned you that
those who practice such things
shall not inherit the kingdom of
God.

Using lexicons or other word study aids to
define these two words.

Underline in red the consequences of
arinking.
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1 Pet. 4:3-5, NASB

3 For the time already past is
sufficient for you to have
carried out the desire of the
Gentiles, having pursued a
course of sensuality, lusts,

drunkenness, carousals,
drinking parties and abominable
idolatries.

4 And in all this, they are
surprised that you do not run
with them into the same excess
of dissipation, and they malign
you;

5 but they shall give account to
Him who is ready to judge the
living and the dead.

Which three words refer to the consumption
of intoxicating beverages.
Compare other translations.

Using lexicons, define these.

What phrase in the text puts these in the realm
of worldliness?

What may make it difficult to abstain from

these things?
Underline in red the consequences of
arinking.
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Destructive and Dangerous

Pro. 23:29-35, NASB

29 Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who
has contentions? Who has complaining?
Who has wounds without cause? Who has
redness of eyes? 30 Those who linger long

over wine, Those who go to taste mixed
wine. 31 Do not look on the wine when it is
red, When it sparkles in the cup, When it
goes down smoothly; 32 At the last it bites
like a serpent, And stings like a viper. 33
Your eyes will see strange things, And your
mind will utter perverse things.

34 And you will be like one who lies down
in the middle of the sea, Or like one who
lies down on the top of a mast. 35 “They
struck me, but I did not become ill; They
beat me, but I did not know it. When shall I
awake? I will seek another drink.”

Mark the characteristics of those
who “linger over” or “taste” the
“wine” and “mixed wine” of this
text.

Do similar consequences follow
“lingering over” milk or orange
juice or grape juice?
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Isa. 28:7, NASB

7 And these also reel with wine and stagger
from strong drink: The priest and the
prophet reel with strong drink, They are
confused by wine, they stagger from strong
drink; They reel while having visions, They
totter when rendering judgment.

Mark the characteristics of
drinking “wine.”

Importance of an active, capable
mind

Rom. 12:2, NASB

2 And do not be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that you may prove what the will of
God is, that which is good and acceptable
and perfect.

Christians are not to be conformed
to the thinking, speech, or practice
of the world in which they live.
How will they be “transformed” to
think and live as God’s special
people?

Heb. 8:10, NASB

10 “For this is the covenant that I will
make with the house of Israel after those
days, says the Lord: I will put my laws into
their minds, and I will write them upon
their hearts. And I will be their God, and
they shall be my people.”

In order to enjoy a covenant
relationship with God, where must
His laws be written?

For thought: Ever try to write on a
piece of paper that has been
wadded up, torn, and scorched...?

To ruin the mind’s ability to
Jfunction is to seal the doom of
one’s present and eternal destiny!
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Example of Drunkedness

Gen. 19:31-35, NASB
31 Then the first-born said to the younger,

Questions for thought? We may

not know the answers from the

“Our father is old, and there is not a man text but application can be made

on earth to come in to us after the manner
of the earth.

32 “Come, let us make our father drink
wine, and let us lie with him, that we may

then you go in and lie with him, that we
may preserve our family through our
father.”

35 So they made their father drink wine
that night also, and the younger arose and
lay with him; and he did not know when

she lay down or when she arose.

in our lives.

1.

How do you make someone to
drink?

preserve our family through our father.” 2. Why did Lot allow himself to

33 So they made their father drink wine drink to a state of
that night, and the first-born went in and drunkedness?
lay with her father; and he did not know 3. What was Lot’s mental state
when she lay down or when she arose. before drinking?

34 And it came about on the morrow, that 4. Think about all the i1ll motives
the first-born said to the younger, and the wickedness of Lot’s
“Behold, I lay last night with my father; daughters.
let us make him drink wine tonight also; 5. Where did Lot’s daughters

pickup such wickedness?

One will not find an explicit prohibition saying, “You shall not engage in

recreational, social, or psychological drinking of alcoholic beverages.” But

neither will one find explicit prohibitions saying, “You shall not go naked

publicly,” or “You shall not watch X-rated movies.” However, one committed to

living “sensibly, righteously, and godly in this present age” cannot participate in

and encourage practices that are infamous for their physical, social, moral and

spiritual effects. Clearly, the burden of proving the harmless participation in these
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activities lies on those who advocate them. God’s special people need to be
informed as to what the Bible actually teaches and to be on the alert lest they be
duped by deceptive argument.

Statistics:
® 12 to 15 million alcoholics in US, and approx. 1/4 are teenagers (YP&L,p.25). 1.3 million
problem drinkers aged 12- 17 years old. (BS&L, p. 20)

*  19% of 12-17 year olds have serious drinking problem, consuming 5-12 drinks on a single
occasion at least once a week - Pub. Broadcast System, program “Chemical People,” 1983
(YP&L, p. 25)

*  “50% of all auto fatalities directly traceable to someone who has been drinking.” (YP&L, p.
26)

* “Alcohol is involved in 80% of all home violence, 50% of all murders, 30% of all suicides,
60% of all child abuse, and 65% of all drownings. According to a federal survey released in
Jan. of 1983, nearly one-third of state prison inmates said they were drinking heavily just
before committing the crimes that led to their imprisonment.” (YP&L, p. 26)

® 200,000 new cases of alcoholism every year. (BS&L, p. 21)

YP&L = Young People and Their Lord, Rubel Shelly, 1984.
BS&L = The Bible, The Saint, & the Liquor Industry, Jim McGuiggan, 1977.

Clearly, in view of the above facts, for any Christian, any parent, any preacher, or
any elder to say God approves of recreational, psychological, or social use of
alcohol, he needs to do so only after careful study and clear evidence. Jas 3:5!
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Wine in the Bible May be Cln‘wxicau’ng and Q\/lay NOT be

John 2:1-10, NASB
1 And on the third day there was a wedding

in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus
was there;

2 and Jesus also was invited, and His
disciples, to the wedding.

3 And when the wine gave out, the mother
of Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.”
4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what do |
have to do with you? My hour has not yet
come.”

5 His mother said to the servants,
“Whatever He says to you, do it.”

6 Now there were six stone waterpots set
there for the Jewish custom of purification,
containing twenty or thirty gallons each.

7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the waterpots
with water.” And they filled them up to the
brim.

8 And He said to them, “Draw some out
now, and take it to the headwaiter.” And
they took it to him.

9 And when the headwaiter tasted the water
which had become wine, and did not know
where it came from (but the servants who
had drawn the water knew), the headwaiter
called the bridegroom,

10 and said to him, “Every man serves the
good wine first, and when men have drunk
freely, then that which is poorer; you have
kept the good wine until now.”

Does the text say those at this
feast had “drunk freely”?

Indicate what in the text led you
to your conclusion.

What in the text indicates the
headwaiter was not drunk
(intoxicated)?

Based on the context and
harmony with other teachings in
the New Testament, do you
believe the “wine” Jesus
miraculously made was
intoxicating? Be prepared to
discuss why you answered as
you did.
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Jer. 48:33. NASB

33 So gladness and joy are taken away
From the fruitful field, even from the land
of Moab. And I have made the wine to
cease from the wine presses; No one will
tread them with shouting...

Is the wine intoxicating?

Underline the text supporting
your answetr.

Isa. 65:8, NASB

8 Thus says the LORD, “As the new wine
is found in the cluster, And one says, ‘Do
not destroy it, for there is benefit in it,” So I
will act on behalf of My servants In order
not to destroy all of them.

Is the wine intoxicating?

Underline the text supporting
your answer.

Isa.16:10, NASB

10 And gladness and joy are taken away
from the fruitful field; In the vineyards also
there will be no cries of joy or jubilant
shouting, No treader treads out wine in the
presses, For I have made the shouting to
cease.

Is the wine intoxicating?

Underline the text supporting
your answer.
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Gen. 49:10-12, NASB
10 “The scepter shall not depart from

Judah, Nor the ruler’s staff from between
his feet, Until Shiloh comes, And to him
shall be the obedience of the peoples.

11 He ties his foal to the vine, And his
donkey's colt to the choice vine; He washes
his garments in wine, And his robes in the
blood of grapes.

12 His eyes are dull from wine, And his
teeth white from milk.

Note parallelism.
Is the wine intoxicating?

Underline the text supporting
your answetr.

What phrase is parallel to “His
eyes are dull from wine”? Does
this second phrase picture a red-
eyed drunk?

Luke 5:36-39, NASB

36 And He was also telling them a parable:
“No one tears a piece from a new garment
and puts it on an old garment; otherwise he
will both tear the new, and the piece from
the new will not match the old.

37 “And no one puts new wine into old
wineskins; otherwise the new wine will
burst the skins, and it will be spilled out,
and the skins will be ruined.

38 “But new wine must be put into fresh
wineskins.

39 “And no one, after drinking old wine
wishes for new