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Introduction to the Study

This course is about religious errors and how to answer them. Due to the wide scope of this field of study, we will need to be brief. Our aim will be to provide key scriptures and answers to these religious errors. Knowing these will not only equip us to deal with them, but give us confidence to do so.

The “E:” stands for “Error.” The “A:” stands for “Answer.” Include in your answers the scriptures that refute the error, and brief notes relative to the arguments from those scriptures, common sense, and other testimony where appropriate.

Each subject will cover two class periods. So, if you study at least a half a lesson ahead, you should be able to stay prepared.

Resources for your answers: your own knowledge; study and research in the Bible; class material from the past; articles in past Humble Messengers (some are available at the church’s web site: http://www.kingwoodcable.com/colblip/humblechurchofchrist/); tracts; books you may have
; tapes of sermons; web sites you may find useful: http://www.bible.ca/false.htm; http://www.goodfight.com/leon/index.html; http://www.gospelway.com/versref.htm. (NOTE: “Examine everything carefully” – not all you find in these sources will be correct. The Bible, of course, is “inspired by God,” but even it can be misinterpreted and misapplied.)

Be prepared to take notes in class. The input from the class may serve as valuable additions to the answers you have already provided.

Obviously, the studies we have chosen do not exhaust the field of religious errors. The errors of “non-Christian” world religions are innumerable. We are restricting our study primarily to the errors of those who claim to believe Jesus is the Christ. Even of that restricted category, we will be studying but a select few. Considerations in the topics selected include: (1) The relative importance of an error; (2) The most likely to be encountered by those in this class. Suggestions for other topics for future studies or for a revision of this course when prepared again are welcome.

· “Test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid every kind of evil.” 1 Th. 5:21,22 (NIV) “Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily, to see whether these things were so.” Acts 17:11. (NASB)

· “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.” 1 Jn. 4:1 (NASB)

· “Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned, as it were, with salt, so that you may know how you should respond to each person.” Col. 4:6. (NASB)

· “But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence.” 1 Pet. 3:15. (NASB)
Attitudes That Promote Religious Error

E: “It doesn’t make any difference what you believe.”

A:

E: “As long as you believe in Christ, it doesn’t make any difference which church you go to.”

A:

E: “It is ‘unChristian’ to argue about the Bible.”

A:

E: “I cannot accept any teaching that would mean my mother (grandmother, etc.) was not saved.”

A:

E: “My church (or preacher, or priest) says it is right.”

A:

E: “So many people cannot be wrong.”

A:

E: “Our church follows revered tradition.”

A:

E: “I have the witness of the Spirit in my heart.”

A:

E: “I feel in my heart I’m right.”

A:

E: “I go to the church I do because I like it.”

A:

Calvinism

E: “God’s sovereignty denies man’s free will.” 

A:

E: “Man is born in sin, having inherited the guilt of sin from Adam.”

A:

E: “Man sins because he has inherited a depraved human nature from Adam.”

A:

E: “God has unconditionally elected certain people to be saved and certain others to be condemned and that number cannot be changed.”

A:

E: “Christ died only for those whom God unconditionally elected to salvation.”

A:

E: “Man cannot understand the Bible without the enabling power of the Holy Spirit.”

A:

E: “Those unconditionally elected by God to salvation are born again by an irresistible act of the Holy Spirit wherein faith is implanted in their hearts.”

A:

E: “People who are saved by the grace of God cannot so sin as to be lost.”

A:

E: “Christ’ life of righteousness is imputed to the sinner when he is saved.”

A:  

Faith, Grace, Works and Salvation

E: “God’s grace will not allow anyone to be lost.”

A:

E: “Man is saved by faith alone.”

A:

E: “To say man must do anything toward his salvation nullifies salvation by grace.”

A:

E: “To insist that one must be baptized to be saved makes salvation a matter of works, not of grace.”

A:

E: “Abraham was saved by faith apart from any works.”

A:

E: “Since we are “not under law, but under grace” (Rom. 6:15), law keeping has nothing to do with our salvation.”

A:

E: “The ‘faith’ that is “reckoned for righteousness” (Rom. 4:5) is not the act of believing (subjective) but what Christ did (objective-His perfect life and death
).”

A:

E: “God gives us faith supernaturally; it is ‘not of ourselves.’” (Eph. 2:8)

A:

Baptism

E: “The thief on the cross was saved without being baptized, so we do not have to be baptized to be saved.”

A:

E: “Baptism is a symbol or figure that we have already been saved.”

A:

E: “Baptism is necessary to obey Christ, but not to be saved.”

A:

E: “Baptism is a work, and Paul said we are not saved by works, Rom. 4:4-5; Eph. 2:8-9.”

A:

E: “Paul said, ‘Christ sent me not to baptize’ (1 Co. 1:17), therefore, Paul did not teach men to be baptized to be saved.”

A:

E: “The fact that baptism is not mentioned in John 3:16 (also Rom. 5:1, Acts 16:31, Eph. 2:8) shows that it is not necessary to be saved”

A:

E: “Literal water cannot touch the soul therefore baptism cannot cleanse the soul from sin.”

A:

E: “Infant baptism is found in the New Testament.”

A: Note: Be prepared to deal with “household” baptisms, Acts 16:15,33-34; 1 Co. 1:16.

E: “Sprinkling or pouring or immersion are all acceptable forms of baptism.”

A:

E: “Baptism is a sacrament and must be administered by an ordained officer of the church.”

A:

Charismatic Gifts/Holy Spirit Baptism

E: “‘Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yes and forever’ (Heb. 13:8), so He still gives people the power to work miracles just like He did in the 1st Century.”

A:

E: “To deny God is working miracles today is to deny His power.”

A:

E: “All saved people are promised the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:39,) which gives them the ability to speak in tongues.” (See also Lk. 11:13; Jn. 7:38,39; Ac. 5:32.)

A:

E: “Jesus promised spiritual gifts would be given to all believers, Mk. 16:17-18.”

A:

E: “I know spiritual gifts are possessed today because I have seen them exercised.”

A:

E: “Thousands of Christians received the baptism of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost and spoke in tongues (Acts 1:15; 2:1-11,41).”

A:

E: “John the Baptist told the multitudes that Jesus would baptize them in the Holy Spirit, Mt. 3:11.”

A:

E: “Cornelius and his household received Holy Spirit baptism, showing it is for all Christians.” (Acts 10:44-46; 11:15-17)

A:

E: “Holy Spirit baptism was experienced by many of the early Christians, for Paul wrote, “by one Spirit we were all baptized” (1 Cor. 12:13).

A:

Godhead

E: “‘God’ is an invisible force of nature, or nature itself, not a rational, divine being.”

A:

E: “There is only one being that should be worshipped as ‘God.’ The ‘Father,’ ‘Son,’ and ‘Holy Spirit’ are roles or manifestations of God, not three persons.”

A: Note: Be prepared to deal with Dt. 6:4 and passages like it.

E: “Those who believe there are three persons with Godhood believe in a plurality of gods like the pagans.”

A:

E: “Jesus is a created being, and should not be worshipped as God.”

A:

E: “Jesus was born from human parents (Joseph and Mary) like all other men.”

A:

E: “Jesus did not have the power and attributes of Deity while on the earth.”

A:

E: “Jesus’ body was not actually raised from the dead.”

A:

E: “The ‘Holy Spirit’ is not a rational being, but a divine force.”

A:

E: “God has a body with parts like hands, eyes, etc.”

A:

E: “God was once a man like us and became God, and we, too, can become God.”

A:

Premillennialism

E: “Because the Jews rejected him, Jesus postponed the establishment of the kingdom of Old Testament prophecy until he returns again.”

A:

E: “Before Christ’ second coming, living Christians will be caught from the earth secretly.”(The “rapture.”)

A:

E: “The ‘antichrist’ is a world dictator who will boldly blaspheme God and persecute Christians for three and one-half years before Christ returns.” (During the seven year period of the “Tribulation.”)

A:

E: “Christ is going to return to the earth and then reign in Jerusalem 1,000 years.” (“millennium” – 1,000 years; “pre” – before, i.e., Christ’ return precedes the millennium.)

A:

E: “There will be two resurrections, one of the saints, and the other of the wicked at the end of the 1,000 years of Christ earthly reign.”

A:

E: “The Bible teaches that the battle of Armageddon will take place at the end of the Tribulation and before the Millennium, in which Christ will wage a world wide battle with the world forces of evil and overcome them.”

A:

E: “Matthew 24 is a prophecy of the second coming of Christ and the end of time.” 

A:

E: “The Bible prophesied the restoration of national Israel and the return to their homeland where Christ would reign over them on the throne of Daved.”

A:

Evolution

E: “All reputable scientists believe in evolution. Only the uninformed believe in creation.”

A:

E: “Evolution has been scientifically proven. Creation is a matter of faith.”

A:

E: “There is no evidence for creation.”

A:

E: “The Bible can be harmonized with the theory of evolution.”

A:

E: “The ‘days’ of creation in Genesis chapter one are 1,000’s of years.”

A:

E: “Dating procedures in science prove the earth is millions of years old.”

A:

E: “The fossil record proves man has evolved from lower creatures.”

A:

E: “People who believe the Bible do not believe in dinosaurs.”

A:

E: “It doesn’t make much difference if people believe in evolution or creation.”

A:

Instrumental Music

E: “We know instrumental music is authorized in worship today because godly people in the Old Testament used it in worship.”

A:

E: “Since God did not say, ‘Thou shalt not have instrumental music,’ it is okay to use it in worship.”

A:

E: “The word ‘psallO’ that occurs in the original New Testament language means to play on an instrument.”

A: (Note: The verb, “psallO” occurs five times in the New Testament: Rom  15:9; 1 Co. 14:15, twice; Eph. 5:19; Jam. 5:13.)

E: “Instrumental music is an aid to singing just like song books. If we can have song books we can have instrumental music.”

A:

E: “Since the Bible teaches mechanical instrumental music is used in heaven, it cannot be wrong to use it in the church today.” (Rev 5:8; 14:2; 15:2)

A:

E: “We ought to use our talents to the fullest to glorify God, therefore those who have natural talent to play instruments should use them in worshipping God.”

A:

E: “Using instruments in worship to God at home is okay.”

A:

E: “We like instrumental music and it doesn’t hurt anything to use it.”

A:

Marriage, Divorce, and Remarriage

E: “Marriage, divorce, and remarriage do not jeopardize the soul of anyone.”

A:

E: “Divorce is okay as long as one does no remarry.”

A:

E: “As long as people are really married, and not just living together, it is okay. All ‘marriages’ are scriptural.”

A:

E: “Christ’ legislation during his earthly ministry concerning divorce and adultery was for people in His covenant and cannot be applied to people in mixed marriages (where one is not a Christian) or to people in the world.”

A:

E: “When one is baptized, all his past sins are forgiven, including adultery, so he can remain married to his present mate regardless of the sins of past marriages and divorces.”

A:

E: “One cannot commit adultery with the person they are married to. Therefore, while the first time they cohabited may have been adultery, subsequent sexual relations between them are not adultery.”

A:

E: “When divorce is on the grounds of fornication, both parties may remarry without sin. They were bound to one another. Since the innocent party is free, it follows the guilty party is free also.”

A:

E: “When a believer is married to a non-Christian, and the non-Christian deserts the  believer, the believer is free to remarry without sin, 1 Cor. 7:15.”

A:

Church Work and Organization

E: “It is okay for the church to build rooms or buildings for social activities.”

A:

E: “‘Fellowship’ in the New Testament refers to being together for meals and social interaction.”

A:

E: “The church building is not sacred, so we can use it for anything that we wish to do as long as it is morally right.”

A:

E: “There is no Bible authority for song books, lights, or church buildings.”

A:

E: “Churches of Christ ought to help the needy of the community and the world.” Gal 6:10; Jam. 1:27; 2 Co. 9:13.

A:

E: “Since the church is made up of Christians, whatever individual Christians are told to do the church can do.”

A:

E: “Brethren can form organizations separate from the church for the purpose of preaching the gospel, worship of the saints, or caring for needy saints, and churches can support these organizations with their contributions.”

A:

E: “A church can assume the oversight of a brotherhood work and, as the sponsoring church, ask other churches to send them funds.”

A:

E: “Elders of one church may oversee the work of ‘mission’ church which is small and has no qualified elders.”

A:

E: “Since elders oversee a church, if they approve of a project the members are not responsible for their participation in it even if it is unscriptural.”

A:
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