Marking Notes on Ecclesiastes

Mark in your Bible, or list on a separate sheet of paper, each time the phrases “under the sun,” “see the sun,” “under heaven,” “upon the earth,” “on the land” (NASV), or “on the ground” (NKJV) occur. How many times (total)?

“Under the sun,” “see the sun,” “under heaven,” “upon the earth,” “on the earth,” “on the land,” or “on the ground” (NKJV) occur 42 times.
1:3,9,13,14; 2:3,11,17,18,19,20,22; 3:1,16; 4:1,3,7,15; 5:2,13,18; 6:1,5,12; 7:11,20; 8:9,14,15,15,16,17; 9:3,6,9,9,11,13; 10:5,7; 11:2,3,7

Mark in your Bible, or list on a separate sheet of paper, each time “vanity,” “vain,” “striving after the wind” (ASV, NASV), “grasping for the wind” (NKJV), “labored for the wind” (KJV, NKJV, ASV - “laboreth”) or “toils for the wind” (NASV), “vexation of spirit” (KJV), “fleeting,” “futile,” or “futility,” “emptiness” (NASV) occur. Counting 1:2 as five, 1:14 as two, etc., how many times (total)?

“Vanity,” “vain,” “striving after the wind” (ASV, NASV), “grasping for the wind” (NKJV), “labored for the wind” (KJV, NKJV, ASV - “laboreth”) or “toils for the wind” (NASV), “vexation of spirit” (KJV), “fleeting,” “futile,” or “futility,” “emptiness” (NASV) occur 47 times (48 times, KJV, ASV, NKJV - NASV omits one occurrence: 9:9)
Counting 1:2 as five; 1:14 as two, etc. 1:2,2,2,2,2; 1:14,14; 1:17; 2:1,11,11,15,17,17,19,

21,23,26,26; 3:19; 4:4,4,6,7,8,16,16; 5:7,10,16; 6:2,4,9,9,11,12; 7:6,15; 8:10,14,14; 9:9 (KJV, ASV, twice); 11:8,10; 12:8,8,8.

Mark “what advantage,” “no advantage,” “advantage,” “what is the advantage,” “no profit,” “what profit,” “What does it accomplish?” “what does a man get,”  “what good is there” (KJV, 5:11), “what is man the better” (KJV, ASV) or “how is man the better” (NKJV, 6:11),  “profit” (KJV, 5:9, 7:11), “more excellent” (ASV, 7:11), “profitable” (NKJV, KJV, ASV, 10:10), “excellency” (KJV, ASV) or “excellence” (NKJV, 7:12), “What doeth it?” (KJV, ASV, 2:2), “For what hath man” (KJV, ASV) or “what has man” (NKJV, 2:22).  (Do NOT include “better” unless in above phrases.) Write down the chapters and verses where these occur.

NASV: “What profit,” “what advantage,” “no profit,” “what is the advantage,” “advantage,” “What does it accomplish?” “what does a man get” occur 15 times.
 (NOT including “better” unless it occurs in the above phrases in some versions. See next paragraph.) 

Other versions: “what good is there” (KJV, 5:11); “what is man the better” (KJV, ASV) or “how is man the better” (NKJV, 6:11);  “profit” (KJV, 5:9, 7:11); “more excellent” (ASV, 7:11); “profitable” (NKJV, KJV, ASV, 10:10); “excellency” (KJV, ASV) or “excellence” (NKJV, 7:12); “What doeth it?” (KJV, ASV, 2:2); “For what hath man” (KJV, ASV) or “what has man” (NKJV, 2:22)

Note that when an advantage is said to be possible, it relates to alternatives under the sun, e.g. 7:11,12 (wisdom over inheritance). However, when the whole of life is considered (“all his work which he does under the sun,” 2:3), there is “no profit” or “advantage” - man ends up like he began.

1:3; 2:2,11,22; 3:9,19; 5:9,11,16; 6:8,11; 7:11,12; 10:10,11
� 1:3; 2:2,11,22; 3:9,19; 5:9,11,16; 6:8,11; 7:11,12; 10:10,11





