Three Dispensations
1. ADispensation@ (See chart #2, ?Three Dispensations@)
A1a:... a general state or ordering of things; specif: a system of revealed commands and promises regulating human affairs@ - Merriam Webster=s Collegiate Dictionary, 1993. A5. a religious system: the Christian dispensation, the Jewish dispensation@ Thorndike Barnhart Comprehensive Desk Dictionary, 1967. A6... b. A religious system or code of commands considered to have been divinely revealed or appointed: the Moslem dispensation.@ The American Heritage Dictionary, 1991. Note how the illustration in this last definition underscores the fact that Adispensation@ does not refer to a time or period, but to a Amode of dealing.@ (See Vine, #3 below.)

oikonomia  - Aprimarily signifies the management of a household or of household affairs (oikos, a house, nomos, law)....Note: A dispensation is not a period or epoch (a common, but erroneous, use of the word), but a mode of dealing, an arrangement or administration of affairs.@  W. E. Vine, Expository Dictionary of N.T. Words. AThe word oikonomia properly signifies  the plan which the master of a family, or his  steward, hath established for the management of any sort of business.@ James Macknight, Apostolic Epistles.

It refers to how (the religious system by which) God dispenses his blessings (or curses!). He, as Amaster of the house,@ determines how He will manage his Ahouse,@ i.e., in one period through covenants with the patriarchs, in another through a covenant with Israel, and in another through a covenant with Christians.

Compare to the Adepression@:

$
Not a time, but a condition, state. However, a unique feature of an age is often used to identify that age, e.g., AI met my wife during the depression.@ 

$
Though not a part of, may be affected by (as Britain during the depression in the United States). Apply to the Gentiles during the Jewish  dispensation; to sinners in the Christian  dispensation.

$
Another illustration: ANew Deal@ - Franklin Roosevelt, 1932B1945.                        

2. What is a ?dispensation@?

3. Why are the three dispensations called, ?Patriarchal,@ ?Jewish,@ and ?Christian@?

4. What is a ?covenant@?

5. What does ?patriarch@ mean?

6. Who are some of the notable patriarchs in the Scriptures?

7. With what nation was the national covenant made?

8. When and where did they receive their national law?

9. What are some other terms used in Scripture for this national covenant?

10. In Scripture, who is a ?Gentile@?

11. Was this national covenant made with Gentiles?

12. How long did this national covenant last?

13. With whom did Christ make a covenant?

14. How was His covenant ratified?

15. Why is it important to understand which dispensation we live under?
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