Post Exile, Ezra-Esther
 1.
Returns

 a.
First return, 538/7 BC - Ezra 1:1-2:2; Neh. 12:1; Hag. 2:2

 i.
Who lead the first return?

 ii.
What was the purpose of the return?

 iii.
What work did Haggai and Zechariah do? Ezra 4:24-5:1-2

 b.
Second return, 458 BC. Ezra 7:1-10

 i.
Who lead this return?

 ii.
What was the purpose of it?

 c.
Third return, 445 BC. Neh. 2:1-8. 

 i.
Who lead this one?

 ii.
What was the mission of this return?

 2.
Historical books: Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther

 3.
Prophets: Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

 4.
Ezra

 a.
Outline

$
1-6 - First return from Babylonian captivity. Temple rebuilt. 

$
7-10 - Second return from Babylonian captivity. Religious reforms.

 b.
Persian rulers of the time period covered by Ezra:

$
Cyrus Athe Great@ - 550-530 BC

$
Cambyses II - 530-522 BC

$
Gaumata - 522-521 BC

$
Darius I - 521-486 BC
$
Xerxes I - 486-464 BC (The AAhasurerus@ of Esther)

$
Artaxerxes 1- 464-423 BC
 c.
The temple

$
Began 2nd yr. of return, 536 BC - Ezra 3:8. 

But, work ceased until 2nd yr. of Darius, 520 BC - Ezra 4:24 --- 16 years

$
Work resumed 2nd yr. of Darius, 6th mo., 24th day, 520 BC - Haggai 1:15

$
Work of Haggai, Zechariah, Ezra 5:1

$
Temple completed 6th yr. of Darius, 12th mo., 3rd day, 516 BC - Ezra 6:15 -- 4 yrs., 5 months, 10 days

$
Altogether, approximately how many years after the foundation was laid was the temple finally completed?

 d.
If the AAhasuerus@ of Ester (1:1) is Xerxes I, then the events of that book fall in the interim between chapters six and seven of Ezra.

 5.
Nehemiah

 a.
Outline

$
1-6 - Third return - under Nehemiah. Building of the wall of Jerusalem

$
7-13 - Civil and religious reforms (for securing the peace and prosperity of the city and nation) 

 b.
Time

20th year of King Artaxerxes, 2:1 (445 BC) to 32nd year of King Artaxerxes, 13:6 (433 BC) plus AAfter some timeY@ 13:6

 6.
Esther

 a.
Chronological setting: Third year (1:3) to twelfth year (3:7) of Ahasuerus, 9-10 years, 483-474 BC.

 b.
The origin of which Jewish feast is found in Esther? Esther 9:17-32-

 c.
Show God=s providential care of his people, though scattered in foreign land and under foreign empire, and thus the faithfulness of His promise (the Aseed@ through Judah) - See 4:14.

 d.
The events of Esther occur during the c. 60 year gap between Ezra chapters six and seven (6:15, 518 BCY7:8, 458 BC). Had these events not transpired, there would be no first part of the book of Ezra, Nehemiah, Malachi, or NT!

 7.
Haggai

 a.
Time: Began in 2nd year of Darius, 520 BC - 1:1

 b.
Message: Rebuild the temple! See Ezra 5:1.

 8.
Zachariah

 a.
Time: Began in 2nd year of Darius, 520 BC - 1:1

 b.
Message: As Haggai, his aim was to motivate the people to complete work on the temple. Ezra 5:1

 9.
Malachi

 a.
Time: c. 445B420 BC

 b.
Message: May be summed up, ?Awake, covenant people, to your lack of respect for Jehovah!@
