Palestine  (See maps following.)
 1.
Names

 a.
Palestine. Pronounced: PAL uhs tighn. (Palestine, a city in east Texas is usually pronounced, PAL uhs teen [teen, like a teenager].) 

American Heritage Dictionary: ?Often called <the Holy Land.= Abbr. Pal. 1. A historical region of southwest Asia between the eastern Mediterranean shore and the Jordan River roughly coextensive with modern Israel and the West Bank.@
?Strictly speaking, <the land of the Philistines,= the coastal plain E of the Mediterranean and S of Joppa. Palestine came to be used of the whole land of Israel, both E and W of the Jordan.@ Baker=s Bible Atlas (1979), p. 309

 b.
What is this territory called in the following passages and why is it called that? Gen. 11:31; 12:5; 13:12; Ex. 6:4; Jos. 5:12. See Gen. 10:6,15-20.

 c.
What is it called in these passages and why is it called that? 1 Sam 13:19; 2 Ki. 5:2; Mt. 2:20.

 d.
Judea, Judah - Ezra 5:8 (?)

?Between the captivity and the time of our Lord the name AJudea@ had extended itself from the southern portion to the whole of the country, and even that beyond the Jordan. Mt 19:1; Mr 10:1.@ Smith=s Bible Dictionary

 e.
The Holy Land - ?The name most frequently used throughout the middle ages, and down to our own time, is Terra Sancta --the Holy Land.@ Smith=s Bible Dictionary
 2.
Names of the people living in the land

 a.
What are the people of the land called in these passages? Gen. 40:15; 1 Sam. 13:19

 b.
What are they called in these passages and why are they called that? Gen. 32:27-28,32; Jos. 1:2

 c.
What are they called in these passages? 2 Ki. 16:6; 18:26; Est. 3:6; Mt. 2:2; Ac. 10:39

 3.
Size

 a.
Including Canaan and the region east of the river Jordan known as Gilead, Palestine is a territory of about 12,000 square miles (BBA (1979), p. 25. Texas is over 260,000 square miles, or about 21 times larger than Palestine! ?Forty of our states are larger than the total area [including some of the tableland east of Jordan - the 12,000 square miles figure]. All but three are larger than the most important part of the land west of the Jordan.@ The History and Geography of the Bible Story, Bob & Sandra Waldron, p. 6 (1984).

 b.
On the maps, figure the approximate distance (miles) of Palestine north to south (Dan to Beersheeba, Jud 20:1; 2 Sam. 3:10; 2 Ch. 30:5) and east to west (Mediterranean Sea to Jordan River).

 4.
Strategic Location

Bridge between the continents of Asia and Africa. Major trade route ran through the land. Compare to a four leaf clover and Egypt is one leaf, Mesopotamia another, Arabia another, and Asia Minor the fourth, all joined together at Palestine!

?The busiest trade route in the land ran through the coastal plain, called the Way of the Sea or the Way of the Philistines. It came from Egypt around the curve of the Mediterranean through the Philistine plain. Then it turned eastward and went through a pas in the spur of Carmel into the valley of Jezreel. The city of Megiddo was a fortress city that guarded this important pass. ..The nation who controlled Megiddo controlled the highway to Egypt, to Phoenicia, to Asia Minor, and to Mesopotamia.@ Waldron, p. 11

 5.
Areas. 

Locate the following places on the maps. 

 a.
Judah, Samaria, Galilee

 b.
Jordan valley

 c.
Coastal plain

 d.
Hill country

 e.
Lebanon mountains

 f.
Valley of Jezreel

 g.
Plain of Sharon

 6.
Seas

Locate the following bodies of water on the maps.

 a.
Mediterranean (also called, The Great Sea, or simply, The Sea)

 b.
Lake Huleh

 c.
Sea of Galilee, or, Sea of Tiberius, or, Lake of Genessesaret

 d.
Dead Sea, or, Salt Sea

 7.
Cities

Locate the following cities on the maps.

 a.
Dan

 b.
Beersheba

 c.
Jerusalem

 d.
Samaria

 e.
Jericho

 f.
Capernaum

 g.
Nazareth 
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The SON Light Digital maps are presented courtesy of the...

SON Light Publishers, Inc.
P.O. Box 5164

Fort Smith, AR 72913-5164
800-874-1273 Fax 501-648-9184

SON Light Publishers produce a complete line of personal maps,
charts, overhead transparencies and study aids for students teach-
ers and laypersons seeking to obtain a strategic grasp of the events
and locations of the Bible.

Please feel free to thank them for us in making these tools avail-
able to you in this searchable format. AGES Software





