Terms Applied to Describe Elders and Their Work

1. By referring to the definition of the Greek word and other scriptures where this word is used, give your definition of each term applied to “elders”.

Elder or presbyter (Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5; 1 Tim. 4:14) from the Greek word 

Presbuteros

1) elder, of age,

   1a) the elder of two people

   1b) advanced in life, an elder, a senior

       1b1) forefathers

2) a term of rank or office

2a) among the Jews members of the great council or Sanhedrin (because in early times the rulers of the people, judges, etc., were selected from elderly men)

2b) among the Christians, those who presided over the assemblies 
See Ex. 4:29, Lk. 22:66

Bishop or overseer (Acts 20:28; Titus 1:7; 1 Tim. 3:1; Phil. 1:1) from the Greek word

Episcopos

1) an overseer

1a) a man charged with the duty of seeing that things to be done by others        are done rightly, any curator, guardian or superintendent

1b) the superintendent, elder, or overseer of a Christian church
See 2 Chron. 34:12; Neh. 11:5, 9, 14

Shepherd or pastor (Eph. 4:11; 1 Pet. 5:2) from the Greek word

Poimeen

1) a herdsman, esp. a shepherd

1a) in the parable, he to whose care and control others have committed themselves, and whose precepts they follow

2) metaphorically

2a) the presiding officer, manager, director, of any assembly: so of Christ the Head of the church

     
2a1) of the overseers of the Christian assemblies

       
2a2) of kings and princes
 See Psalm 23, Isa. 40:11, 1 Pet. 2:25

Ruler (1 Thess. 4:12; 1 Tim. 5:17; Heb. 13:17) from the Greek word

Proistemi 

lit., ‘to stand before’, hence, to lead, attend to (indicating care and diligence)

See Rom. 12:8, 1 Tim. 3:4, 12.

2. How are these terms incorrectly applied in the religious world today?

3. How can we conclude from scripture that all of these terms refer to the same individuals?  Compare Titus 1:5 with Titus 1:7; 1 Pet. 5:1 with 1 Pet. 5:2; Eph. 4:11 with Acts 20:17.

4. Elders are to be examples to the flock, 1 Pet. 5:3.  What does this entail?  See Acts 20:28, Jn 10:4, Acts 20:33-35.

5. Elders are to take heed to and feed the flock, Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:2.  How is this accomplished?  See Acts 20:29-31, Titus 1:9-11, Lk. 15:3-7.

6. Elders are to take the oversight and rule of the congregation, Acts 20:28; 1 Tim. 5:17; 1 Pet. 5:2.  List below the guidelines for this rule.

It will not be (1 Pet. 5:2-3)

a.

b.

c.

It will be (1 Pet. 5:2; 1 Thess. 5:12; Rom. 12:8; 1 Tim. 5:17)

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

Additional responsibilities in this regard include (list beside scripture):

a. 1 Cor. 14:40

b. 1 Cor. 14:26

c. 2 Thess. 3:6

7. What is meant by elders are to “watch in behalf of souls, Heb. 13:17?

