
Introduction to Titus and 1:1-4

Background Material:

The degree of prominence that Titus enjoys in Paul’s letters leads one to think that he was evidently one of the most useful of all of the apostle’s assistants.  Conybeare and Howson note that “if we put together these notices, scanty as they are, of the conduct of Titus, they set before us a character which seems to claim our admiration for a remarkable union of enthusiasm, integrity and discretion.

Titus is nowhere mentioned in the book of Acts.  In commenting on the omission of Titus’ name from the book of Acts, Ramsay says, “The only strange fact in reference to Titus is that he nowhere appears in Acts; and that is equally hard to explain on every theory.  Clearly he played a considerable part in the early history of the church (as Luke himself did); and, on our hypothesis of Luke’s historical insight and power of selecting and grouping details, the complete omission of Titus’ name must be intentional, just as the silence about Luke is intentional.”

Paul and Titus’ Relationship:

Titus, like Timothy, was Paul’s child in the faith (1:4), and it is assumed that Titus was much younger than Paul.  Titus accompanied Paul at Ephesus, and from there was sent to Corinth.  He was with Paul in Rome, and sent from there by Paul to Dalmatia (2Tim. 4:10).

Paul and Titus were traveling companions (Gal. 2:1), not only geographically, but spiritually.  Paul loved Titus deeply, a love that went beyond pride or usefulness (Tit. 1:5), but was in truth Christian love (2 Cor. 2:13).  Because these two loved each other in Christ, they shared impressions of many things (2 Cor. 7:14); each was a source of comfort to the other (2 Cor. 12:18).  So close were they that the selflessness of one was the spiritual satisfaction of the other (2cor. 8:6).  They understood each other (2 Cor. 8:16, 17) and this extraordinary friendship was one of their rich treasures of being in Christ.

Some Facts About Titus:

1. Titus was a Greek Christian whose home was generally accepted to be Antioch of Syria.
2. His name is Latin.
3. He was converted by Paul (Tit. 1:4).
4. Titus was with Paul and Barnabas at Jerusalem in connection with the question about circumcision (Gal. 2:1-3; Acts 15).
5. 2 Cor. 2:12, 13 implies that Paul had sent Titus on a mission to Corinth and expected to meet him at Troas to receive a report.
6. When Titus was not at Troas, Paul passed on to Macedonia where Titus joined him (2 Cor. 7:5-7).
7. Paul often boasted to the Corinthians about Titus (2 Cor. 7:13-16).
8. From 2 Cor. 8:16-24, we gather that Paul sent Titus back to Corinth, in the company of two other Christians, bearing the second epistle and with an earnest request that he would see to the completion of the collection for the saints.
9. “A considerable interval now elapses before we come upon the next notices of the disciple.  St. Paul’s first imprisonment is concluded, and his last trial is impending.  In the interval between the two, he and Titus were together in Crete (Tit. 1:5).”  Smiths Bible Dictionary.
10. Titus 1:5 implies that Paul and Titus came to Crete together, and the apostle proceeded from this place alone, leaving Titus to set in order the things that were wanting.
11. “Later from Rome, Paul wrote the three letters to Timothy and Titus.  Titus was apparently the first of these epistles.  Here one discovers that Paul had not made up his mind whether to send Artemis or Tychius to take his place in Crete (3:12).  But when he wrote 2nd Timothy, he had sent Tychius to Ephesus to replace Timothy (2 Tim. 4:12).  Whether Paul met Titus at Nicopolis (Tit. 3:12) is, of course, uncertain.  However, from 2 Timothy 4:10, there is an indication that Titus may have been sent by Paul to Dalmatia.”  Earl West.
When Written?

It is generally believed that Paul wrote the two letters to Timothy and the letter to Titus from Rome.  Some believe it was during the time between his first and second imprisonment while others believe it was during his second imprisonment.  The book was written between 64 and 67 AD, probably about 65 AD.

Questions-Titus Intro. and 1:1-4
1 ¶ Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's elect and the acknowledgment of the truth which accords with godliness,

 2 in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time began,

 3 but has in due time manifested His word through preaching, which was committed to me according to the commandment of God our Savior;

 4 To Titus, a true son in our common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Savior.



1. Outline Chapter 1.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What can we generally conclude about Titus from Paul’s letters?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What 2 terms does Paul use to describe himself?  Give the meaning of each term in this passage.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What did God promise before the world began?

_________________________________________

What is the significance of this promise?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. How does God manifest His word?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What had been committed to Paul?

__________________________________________________________________________________

7. What does Paul mean by “the common faith”?  Find another Bible passage with a similar phrase.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

