Introduction to 1st Timothy


“Then he came to Derbe and Lystra. And behold, a certain disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a certain Jewish woman who believed, but his father was Greek.  He was well spoken of by the brethren who were at Lystra and Iconium.  Paul wanted to have him go on with him. And he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in that region, for they all knew that his father was Greek.  And as they went through the cities, they delivered to them the decrees to keep, which were determined by the apostles and elders at Jerusalem.  So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and increased in number daily.”  Acts 16:1-5

The books of 1st and 2nd Timothy and Titus are usually referred to by the denominational world as the “pastoral epistles”.  They do so because in 1st Timothy and Titus we have the qualifications of elders and deacons and because of the denominational concept of “pastor” that they would apply to Timothy and Titus.  In this latter respect, a better descriptive phrase may be the ”evangelistic epistles” since these 3 books discuss the work of an evangelist in great detail.

It is not uncommon to find Christians who do not understand the work of an evangelist, elder or deacon.  This lack of knowledge is the result of a lack of study.  Just as we use the book of Acts to find examples of conversion, we may these books as a pattern for elders and preachers.

Timothy’s Biography

“Timothy himself is an interesting study.  Born in Lystra of a Greek father and of a Jewish mother, he was brought up in the Jewish faith and was taught the scriptures from childhood.  Paul made him an understudy in his second journey (Acts 16:1-3), and Timothy remained with him ever after.  He shared in the evangelization of Macedonia and Achaia and aided Paul during the three years of preaching at Ephesus, where he became thoroughly acquainted with the city and with the needs of the local church.  He was one of the delegates appointed to Jerusalem (Acts 20:4) and probably went with Paul all the way back to that city.  He was with Paul in Rome during the first imprisonment, for his name appears in the headings of Colossians (1:1) and of Philemon (1).  After the release he traveled with Paul and evidently was left at Ephesus to straighten out the tangle that had developed there, while Paul went on to visit the churches in Macedonia.  At the end of Paul’s life he joined him at Rome (2nd Tim.4: 11, 21), and himself suffered imprisonment (Heb. 13:23), from which he was later released.”  (Merrill C. Tenney, New Testament Survey, p. 334).

Time and Place

“After Paul was acquitted by the Emperor and released from his first Roman imprisonment (A.D. 61), he resumed his missionary activities, accompanied by Timothy, Titus, Luke, and possibly some others.  Contrary to his earlier thinking, he was able to return to Ephesus; there he left Timothy in charge while he moved on to Macedonia (1st Tim. 1:3; cf. Acts 20:25, 37-38).  Paul expected to rejoin Timothy at Ephesus, but he was not sure about the time of his arrival (3:14; 4:13).  Thinking that he might be delayed longer than he had expected, Paul thus wrote to Timothy to encourage and to instruct him in his many tasks: “But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth’ (3:15).  The book, therefore, was written from Macedonia about A.D. 62, although some have suggested either A.D. 63 or 64.”  (Robert G. Gromacki, New Testament Survey, p. 295).

Paul’s Second Journey, Acts 15:36-18:22
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Questions

1. List the physical characteristics of Timothy found in Acts 16:1-3.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. List occasions when Timothy labored apart from Paul on the second journey.  

Acts 17:14,15 __________________________________________________________

Acts 18:1-5 ____________________________________________________________

Acts 19:22 _____________________________________________________________

3. In what N. T. books does Timothy join with Paul in the salutation or greeting?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Beside each scripture in the Table below, list the phrase that Paul uses to describe Timothy’s Christian character.

Acts 16:2


Rom. 16:21


1 Cor. 4:17


1 Cor. 16:10


Phill. 2:20


Phill. 2:20


Phill. 2:21


Phill. 2:22


2 Tim. 1:5


