
Lesson 20

Review: Be prepared to answer review questions through Lesson 19

For the first nine chapters and into chapter 10 the writer has been dealing with the superiority of Christ, focusing on His priesthood. Inter-dispersed throughout his doctrinal arguments have been calls to faith and endurance. Heb. 10:19-31 presents a summation of his discussion, a call for endurance in view of the superiority of Christ’s  sacrifice (10:19-20), with a view of God’s wrath if His mercy and love are rejected. 

The writer then begins an exhortation to stay the course, in spite of trials and tribulation, in view of the reward and in recognition of God’s faithfulness. His message is simple - trust in God - God is faithful to deliver His promises. (Heb. 11: 6; Heb. 6:17-20).As we go through this part of the study, keep in mind the need for trust in God viewed in two time frames - delivery from the immediate enemy and from the enemy intent on preventing one from receiving eternal life.

VII. The Better Way: Faith (10:32-12:29)

A. The Need of Faith (10:32-39)

1. Heb. 10:32ff are a contrast to the proceeding verses. In 10:26-31, what is the motivation to obedience? ________________________ In 10:32-35, what is the motivation?


2. List some of the things that the Hebrews had been willing to endure after they were enlightened (vss. 32-34):

3. What motivated the Hebrews to accept joyfully mistreatment and the loss of property (vs. 34)? (Matt. 6:19-21; 1 Pet. 1:3-5; Col. 3:1-4; Heb. 11:16, 13:14)

4. According to verse 36, what two things did the Hebrews need as they looked toward what God had promised?

5. What is the source of the quotation in verses 37 and 38?


· What is the application here?


6. Considering the context of the book of Hebrews, the immediate context of 10:32-35 and 12:1ff, what might these brethren be facing requiring such endurance?


7. By what does God's righteous one live (vs. 38)?


8. What is the contrast made in 10:39? 


· What would you conclude from this verse (and even going back to Heb. 10:19) is the conclusion regarding the common doctrine of “preservation of the saints” or “once saved, always saved”? Explain. 
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VII. The Better Way: Faith (10:32-12:29) - Continued

A. Examples of Faith (11:1-40)

1. What two things does the writer say that faith is? 

· Is this an objective faith or subjective faith (e.g. does heaven exist because you believe it does)? (Heb. 11:6)

2. How did men of old gain the approval of God (vs. 2)?


3. How does one apply the description of faith in verse 1 to the origin of all things (vs. 3)? (Gen. 1:1; Psa. 33:6)

4. In 11:4 the writer begins what is sometimes referred to as the “hall of fame of the faithful.” On a separate sheet of paper (attached), make a list of the people/events  considered, what they did, and what was the outcome.  Also make notes about the significance of their actions and what was said about them. (Alternatively, use different highlight colors to mark the text, with notes about the significance.)

5. What must the one who comes to God believe (vs. 6)?

a. (Rom. 1:19-21; Acts 17:22ff; Gen. 1:1)

b. (Matt. 5:10-12; Heb. 4:9-11, 6:11; 1 Pet. 1:5ff)

A 'Hall of Fame' of the Faithful

	People/Events
	Action
	Outcome
	Notes on significance
	What was said about them
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VII. The Better Way: Faith (10:32-12:29) - Continued

A. Examples of Faith (11:1-40) - Continued

6. Did the patriarchs (vss. 8-13) receive the promises God made to them?

7. What kind (adjective) of a country did the patriarchs desire (vs. 16)? 
 

8. What is the city which God has prepared for them (vss. 10, 16)? (Heb. 4:9-10; Hebrews 13:13-14; Phil. 3:20)

9. What did Abraham do when he was tested?


· What was significant about his action in view of the promises? (Gal. 4:23-28)

10. What did the parents of Moses do to show their faith? 


11. Moses lived more than 1400 years before Christ.  How could he consider the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt? (Acts 7:23-25ff; Heb. 13:10-14)

12. What is the point of verses 32-40 in the context of the entire epistle of Hebrews? (Heb. 10:32-39)

13. What has God provided for “us” (verse 40)?


· What is the promise that is under consideration? (Heb. 4:1, 6:17, 9:15, 10:36; Heb. 11:9-10, 13-16)

· What is the meaning of the expression that apart from us they should not be made perfect? 


· How could they be made perfect? (1 Pet. 1:12)
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VII. The Better Way: Faith (10:32-12:29) - Continued

C. The Exercise of Faith (12:1-17)

1. The great cloud of witnesses (of chapter 11) encourages one to __________________ every encumbrance, and the sin _______________

· __________________________________________________________

· What sin is under consideration? (Heb. 10:36, 39)

2. As the Christian runs the race, to whom should he look (vs. 2)? 


· What role do the witnesses serve in this “picture” (Remember chapter 11)? 


3. After Jesus endured hostility of sinners and the cross, what did he do (vs. 2)? (Heb. 5:7-9; Phil. 2:8ff)

4. In Heb. 12:3-4 a comparison is made between Christ and the Hebrews; Christ endured unto death - you have not died you must? 


· What was the source of the problem that both Christ and the Hebrews faced? (Eph. 6:12)

· What was the risk for the Hebrews that the example was meant to preclude? (Gal. 6:9; 2 Cor. 4:16-18)

5. What had they forgotten (Cite the Old Testament reference) (vs. 5-6)? (2 Tim. 3:10-12; 1 Pet. 2:18-24)

6. An analogy is made between the discipline (chastening) which God gives and that which earthly fathers see the necessity of giving to their children (vss. 7-11).

(1) The one who has not been disciplined must be an ______________ son.

(2) The discipline God provides enables us to share in His __________

(3) Discipline seems sorrowful when we receive it, but afterwards _______________________________________________________

· (2 Cor. 4:16-18; Rom. 5:3-4; James 1:2-4)

7. What is the point of verses 12-13? (Isaiah 35; Prov. 4:26-27)
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VII. The Better Way: Faith (10:32-12:29) - Continued

C. The Exercise of Faith (12:1-17) - Continued

8. What should be pursued with all men (vs. 14)? What must be pursued to be able to see God? 
(Rom. 12:14-18, 14:14-21; 2 Tim. 2:22-23; 1 Pet. 1:15,16; 2 Pet. 3:11-12)

9. Is it possible for a Christian to come short of the grace of God (vs. 14)? 

10. In Deut. 29:10-20 to what does “root of bitterness” refer (vs. 15)?


11. Consider the immediate context (vss. 12-17) - how might these brethren fall short (vss. 15-18ff)? (Deut. 29:18-20; Heb. 2:9, 10:29)

· What impact might their falling short have (vs. 15)? 


· What phase in vs. 15  characterizes this pursuit ? ( cf. 2 Pet. 1:2-11) 


12. Who is given as an example and what did he do (vs. 16-17)?


· From the following references, what is a Christian? (Heb. 6:11-12; 9:15; Rom. 8:16-17; Gal. 3:29)

· What bearing does Esau’s example have on the message of Heb. 10-12?

D. The Objective of Faith (12:18-24)

1. What literal mountain is in mind in verses 18-21? What Old Testament passage tells about this event?


2. To what mountain have Christians come? Are the things mentioned in verses 22-24 literal (material) or figurative (spiritual)? 


3. Make a comparison of the features of the mountain in 12:18-21 with the Mount of 12:22-24:


“For you have not come” (12:18)
“But you have come to” (12:22)
4. Summarize the comparison of these two “mountains” in your own words in terms of what they reflect. 


· What is the point of the contrast between verses 18-21 and 22-24?


5. To whom is reference made in the expression, spirits of righteous men made perfect? (Heb. 9:15; 11:39, 40)

E. The Danger of Refusal (12:25-29)

1. Is there a chance of escape for Christians who turn back (vs. 25; cf. 2:3; 6:4-6; 10:26-31)?


2. Thought question for the class: How do these exhortations (vs. 25-29) help you see the point of the book of Hebrews? 


3. Heb. 12:26 quotes Haggai 2:6. Study the Old Testament context, e.g. Haggai 2:1-9, 20-22; what is the meaning in Haggai 2:6? 


4. How does the writer apply the quotation from Haggai 2:6 to reinforce his message in Hebrews (vss. 26, 27)? 


5. What does the writer mean when he discusses the “shaking of things” (vss. 26-28)? 

6. What did they receive (vs. 28)? _________________________________________ How does it differ from that which was given at Sinai? 

