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Section  5

Lesson 16

Review: Be prepared to answer review questions through Lesson 15

IV. The Better Covenant (8:1-9:10)

· Mark the occurrences of covenant, beginning in chapter 7. What is a covenant?

F. The Establishment of the Covenant (8:1-13)

1. Characteristic of the Hebrews writer, he picks back up on a theme he introduced in 6:19-20. How does the writer describe the main point of what he has been saying (vss. 1-2)?


· What is the significance in the context, i.e. what has he been contrasting?


2. Where is the sanctuary and true tabernacle in which Jesus serves (vs. 2)?


· How does this argue for the superiority of His priesthood?


3. Why must Jesus have something to offer (vs. 3)? (Heb. 5:1; 5:5ff; Psa. 110:4)

4. Could Jesus serve as a priest on the earth (vs.4)?  Why? (Num. 18:1-7; Heb. 7:13-14) 

5. The Levitical priests served a ____________ and __________________ of the heavenly things.

6. What was Moses told regarding the building of the tabernacle (vs. 5)? (cf.  Ex. 25:40, 26:30, 27:8; Num. 8:4). 


7. What kind of ministry does Jesus have (vs. 6)? (Heb. 9:11-15; 7:27; 9:23-28)

· In relation to who or what? (Gal. 3:19; Deut. 5:2-6; Heb. 9:15, 12:24; 1 Tim. 2:5)

8. Jesus is the
 

             of a                                    covenant which has been enacted on what kind of promises (vs.6ff)? Explain why they are such. (Heb. 9:15)

9. Why did the Lord find occasion to bring in a second covenant (7)? (Exod. 6:2-8; Jer. 11:1-10)

10. According to the text in 8:8-9, >what= was the >fault=? 


11. What Old Testament reference is quoted in verses 8-12?


· What is the context and message of the Old Testament passage? 


12. Was the New Covenant to be like the old (vs. 8-9)?


13. Did the fathers continue in the covenant which God made with them (vs. 9)?


14. Three features of the New Covenant are given in verses 10-12. Select the phrase from each verse which you believe bests expresses the feature.

a. verse 10:


b. verse 11:


c. verse 12:


15. When the Lord said He would make a new covenant, what did that do to the first covenant? (Col. 2:14; Eph. 2:14-16)

16. What is the meaning of the last phrase in verse 13? 


B. The Tabernacle and Service of the Old Covenant (9:1-10)

· Mark the word blood in chapters 9 through 13. 

1. Study the description of the tabernacle in verses 1-5 and answer these questions (Compare Exod. 25:10-27:19; Exod. 30:1-10; Lev. 16):

a. What was the first part of the tabernacle called?

b. What was the second part (behind the second veil) called?

c. List the three things said to be associated with the  first part: 


d. List the two things said to be associated with the second part: 


e. What was in the ark of the covenant? 


f. What did the cherubim overshadow?


2. Which part of the tabernacle did the priests most often enter (vs. 6)? (Exod. 27:20-21; 30:6-7)

3. Who only enters the second part (vs. 7)? ________ How often? _____

· Read Lev. 16

4. What was the significance of the limitation of entry once per year (vs. 8)? 


5. Could the gifts and sacrifices of the Old Covenant make the worshipers perfect in conscience (vs. 9)? 
 (Heb. 10:1-2)
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Lesson 17

Review: Be prepared to answer review questions through Lesson 16

VI. The Better Sacrifice (9:11-10:31)

B. Christ, Superior Sacrifice in the Better Tabernacle 

· Under the Better Covenant (9:11-28)

1. Study the contrasts between the Levitical priests and Christ in verses 11-14, and answer the following questions about Jesus.

a. What kind of tabernacle did He enter?


b. What type of “blood” is in view in this section? (Note markings) 


c. What blood did He offer?


d. How often did He need to do this? (Rom. 6:10; Heb 7:27)

e. What did He secure or obtain? (Romans. 3:21-26; Eph. 1:7; 1 John 5:11-13)

2. The writer makes a contrast in 9:13-14. “For if..…”, “...how much more…”. What is the contrast and what is the resulting conclusion (note also the “therefore” in vs. 15)? (Lev. 16:14-19, 33;  Lev. 8:2,15, 18-24, 30, 33; Num. 19; Eph. 1:3-12, 3:8-12)

3. How did the death of Jesus affect the sins of those who lived under the Old Covenant (vs. 15)?


Review your markings for “covenant” from Lesson 16. 

Hebrews 9:16-17 is one of those texts where the translation may be misleading. The word (diatheke) translated “testament” or “will” in vss. 16-17 (with exception of NASB which translates it covenant) is the same word translated “covenant” in the immediate context and throughout the New Testament.
  In fact, the new covenant, which is better than the old covenant, has been under consideration since Heb. 7:22.

The translators chose to translate the Greek (diatheke) with a different word to correspond to a normal will, where the one who makes the will dies and his will is then in force. But is that what is really in view? Note 9:18-22: “therefore” - is this speaking of the death of the one who made the “will” or is it the way a covenant was confirmed. 

Some things to consider as you study this section. Consider the context. Consider these questions as you study:

· Who made the covenant (“testament”), i.e. who is the “testator” (NKJV) or “one who made” (NASB) it, God or Christ? (Heb. 8:8; 10:16)

· Did the One making the Old Covenant die? Did the One making the New Covenant die?

· If Christ is the “testator” and is now alive; does this make the “will” of no effect? If He is not the “testator”, harmonize the illustration.

· If 16-17 is an illustration, how does vs. 18 (“therefore…” or “for…”) make sense?

· What is Christ’s role in reference to the New Covenant (Heb. 8:6; 9:15; 12:24)

A suggestion for consideration as you study. The context has been dealing with the old covenant vs. new covenant (chapter 7-10). It is not a “will” but a covenant, of which God is the giver, Jesus is the “mediator”, and, like the covenants with which the Israelites were familiar (Exod. 24:7-8), is confirmed by blood, in this case Christ’s sacrificial death. Consider this in view of the context, illustrations, parallels, and audience.

4. What must take place before a covenant can be valid according to vs. 16? (Psa. 50:5; Gen. 15:10; Psa. 105:8-11)

· What/whose?

· (Note: if you have a Vines, look up “testator” [KJV]. It makes for interesting reading on the word and his views of Heb. 9:16-17).

5. What is typically associated with a covenant from God to man? (Gen. 9:11ff; Gen. 12:1ff, 15:12; Rom. 4:9-20; Gen. 28-29)

6. In terms of the new covenant, what was the promise? (Gal. 3:15-18; 1 Pet. 1:3-5)

7. Based upon your answers to all of the questions above, explain the meaning of 9:16-17 in the context and be prepared to harmonize it with the context.


8. Moses sprinkled the blood of animals, etc. upon both the ____________and                                   ____________________ and upon the _____________________ and the vessels - vss 19, 20. (Exod.24:1-8; Exod. 40:9-11; Lev. 8:1-3, 14-21, 30)

9. Without the shedding of blood there is no _____________ (Matt. 26:28)

10.  It was necessary for the heavenly things to have _____________ sacrifices.  Why is this so (vs. 23)? (Heb. 8:2ff; 7:27; 9:12; Heb. 7:25; Rom. 8:34; 1 John 2:1)

11. From Heb. 9:24-26, where did Christ enter? How often?  (Hebrew. 7:27; 9:12)On what basis?


12. It is appointed for men to die.  What comes after death (vs. 27)? (2 Cor. 5:10; 2 Tim. 4:1)

13. What will be the purpose of Christ's second coming (vs. 28)? (Heb.  2:10; Phil. 3:20-21)

14. Contextually, what is the conclusion of 9:26-28?


15. In view of the material covered thus far, make a list of the contrasts between the High Priesthood of Christ vs. the Levitical priesthood. 


Christ’s Priesthood 
Levitical Priesthood 


Eternal
Mortal




�








� Mat 26:28;  Mark 14:24;  Luke 1:72, 22:20; Acts 3:25, 7:8;  Rom 9:4, 11:27; 1 Cor 11:25;  2 Cor 3:6, 3:14; Gal 3:15 (sometimes “will”), 3:17,  4:24; Eph 2:12;  Heb 7:22, 8:6, 8:8, 8:9, 8:10, 9:4, 9:15-17, 9:20, 10:16, 10:29, 12:24, 13:20; Rev 11:19
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