Sharpening 

Our 

Study 

Skills

Table of Contents

3Lesson 1: What’s the Big Idea?

Lesson 1: What’s the Big Idea? (worksheet)
5
1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13, nasb
6
Lesson 2: Reference Bibles
7
Lesson 2: Reference Bibles (worksheet)
9
Matthew 16:13-20, nasb
10
Lesson 3: Concordances
11
Lesson 3: Concordances (worksheet)
13
Hebrews 10:19-25 nasb
15
Lesson 4: English Dictionaries
16
Lesson 4: English Dictionaries (worksheet)
17
Ephesians 6:10-18, nasb
18
Lesson 5: Vine’s Expository Dictionary
19
Lesson 5: Vine’s Expository Dictionary (worksheet)
20
James 3:1-12, nasb
21
Lesson 6: Bible Study Aids
22
Additional Exercises
25


Lesson 1: What’s the Big Idea?

I. IMPORTANCE OF THE “BIG IDEA”

A. “Big Idea” = understanding and stating the central unifying thought 

What is the writer or speaker talking about and what is he saying about that? I.e., What is the CONTEXT?

B. Importance = Interpretative value

Study section or book. Q: What about…? What is it’s purpose...? MISinterpretations and applications result. Understanding the “Big Idea” guards against misinterpretation, enhances appreciation for the text, and gives assurance one is “on the right track.”

1. Personal study; Examining what hear; Teaching others

2. Examples

a. Dt 23:18, KJV, “Thou shalt not bring …the price of a dog, into the house”

b. Jn. 16:13

II. FORMATION OF THE “BIG IDEA.”

A. Two essential elements

1. “Subject” (Not “subject” as in grammar.)

a. A specific, definitive answer to the question: “What is the writer talking about?” 

“Worship”; “Love”; “Suffering” too vague

b. “Six faithful friends”

Begin the answer to all “Subject” questions with one of six words: How?, What?, Why?, When? Where? Who?

I had six faithful friends

They taught me all I knew.

Their names were How and What and Why,

And When and Where and Who
2. “Complement”

a. Answers the question of the “subject”: “What is the writer or speaker saying about that?”

b. Tendency: Answer 2nd question first. 

E.g. “What big idea of Heb. 11?” “Faith.”

3.  “Subject” + “Complement” = “Big Idea”

B. Examples

1. Secular

“Walking is the exercise that needs no gym. It is the prescription without medicine, the weight control without diet, the cosmetic found in no drugstore. It is the tranquilizer without a pill, the therapy without a psychoanalyst, the fountain of youth that is no legend. A walk is the vacation that does not cost a cent.” Haddon W. Robinson, Biblical Preaching (Baker Book House, Mich., 1980), p. 47.

S: What is the value of walking?

C: It provides refreshment to body and mind  anytime, anywhere, and without cost!

2. Heb. 11

S: How can men “preserve their soul” in the face of trial? (10:39...12:1)

C: By faith that God is and the Rewarder of those who seek Him! (v. 6)

3. Compare Rom. 4 

What writer talking about? “Faith”? True, but totally different discussion of faith from Heb. 11! 

S: How are men justified before God?

C: By faith, trust in God and his grace.

See Rom 5:1 - summary statement!

C. Difficult?

1. Thinking may be difficult, but it is essential to the work of a student. Heb. 5:11-14

2. Like anything else, changing our way doing something adds to the difficulty. The more we become accustomed to doing anything, the easier it will be. “Use it or lose it!”

3. Is it worth a better understanding, and an independent ability to arrive at understanding?

III. Assignment

A. Do the exercises for Lesson 1, “The Big Idea,” before next class.

B. Marking - 1 Cor. 12:31-13:13

Note: Using a wet highlighter is fine on the marking sheets handed out. But, if you decide to mark in your Bible, be sure and use a dry marker.

Lesson 1: What’s the Big Idea? (worksheet)

“Subject”: A complete, definite answer to the question: “What is the writer talking about?”

“Complement”: Answers the question of the “subject”: “What is the writer or speaker saying about that?”

Determine and write the subject and complement in the following. Begin the answer to all “Subject” questions with one of six words: How?, What?, Why?, When? Where? Who?

I had six faithful friends

They taught me all I knew.

Their names were How and What and Why,

And When and Where and Who.
1. “It is better to go to a house of mourning than to go to a house of feasting, because that is the end of every man, and the living takes it to heart.” (Ecclesiastes 7:2, NASB).

Subject: Why [“Because”] it is better to go to a house of mourning than a house of feasting. (Or, Why it is better to go to funerals than to birthday parties—see 1a)

Complement: All are going to die! (Or, It makes one think about his certain destiny—death)

2. “Praise the LORD, all you nations; extol him, all you peoples. 

“For great is his love towards us, and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for ever. 

“Praise the LORD.” (Psa. 117, NIV)

Subject: 

Complement: 

3. Mt. 7:1,2
Subject: 

Complement: 

4. Mt. 18:1-4
Subject: 

Complement: 

5. 1 Cor. 12:31-13:13. See next page…

1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13, nasb 

31 But earnestly desire the greater gifts. And I show you a still more excellent way.

1 If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.

2 And if I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.

3 And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I deliver my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing.

4 Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant,

5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered,

6 does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;

7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8 Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away.

9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part;

10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away.

11 When I was a child, I used to speak as a child, think as a child, reason as a child; when I became a man, I did away with childish things.

12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I shall know fully just as I also have been fully known.

13 But now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

Mark in different colors:
•
“Love” (“charity” KJV)

•
“do not have”

•
“never fails” family of words, i.e. words having to do with duration, time: “will be done away,” “will cease,” “When,” “used to,” “did away with,” “now” [not v. 13], “then,” “abide.”

The “Big Idea”
•
What is the writer talking about? (Begin with How? What? Why? When? Where? or Who? Suggestion: Note Paul’s introduction to chapter 13 in the last verse of chapter 12.)

•
What is he saying about what he is talking about?

•
Combine your two questions into a sentence that succinctly defines the context.

Lesson 2: Reference Bibles

IV. GOOD READING BIBLE

A. Versions

B. Type

1. Size?

2. Boldness of print?

C. Pages

1. Able to mark? 

2. Turn readily?

D. Text only edition? 

May provide more readable type and useable page quality for marking.

E. Ask questions as read. Make notes.

V. REFERENCE BIBLES

A. References

1. May be same as reading Bible

2. Different kinds according to publisher/editor

a. NASB reference edition; Royal reference; etc.

b. Thompson Chain 

c. Dickson Analytical (references under verse)

d. Treasure of Scripture Knowledge

3. Chain - Central - Combination (of chain & central)

a. Chain 

· 2 Sam 7:12, “c”  ( Ps. 132:11 ( Ac. 2:30 

· 2 Sam. 7:13, “b” ( Isa 9:7 ( Lk. 1:32,33
b. Central

· Mt. 20:1, “a” ( Mt. 13:24 (note how many verses listed here on kingdom)

· Mt. 9:35, “a” ( Mt. 4:23 (note how many verses listed here on Jesus teaching)

B. Footnotes

1. KJV

a. Mt 3:8, “meet” - marg. note “1”, “Or, answerable to amendment of life” (Cmpr. NASB, “in keeping with”)

b. Gen. 6:5, “every imagination” - marg. note “3”, “Or, the whole imagination: the Hebrew word signifieth not only the imagination, but also the purposes and desires (NASB, NKJV, “every intent of the thoughts”)

c. Pro. 5:19, “satisfy” - marg. note “5”, “Heb. water thee”

2. ASV

a. 1 Co. 10:17, “seeing that we, who are many, are one bread, one body” - ftnt “3”, “Or, seeing that there is one bread, we, who are many, are one body” (Cmpr. NASB)

b. Ac. 7:20, “exceeding fair” - ftnt “4”, “Or, fair unto God Comp. 2 Cor. 10:4” (Cmpr. NASB)

3. NASB

a. Pro. 5:19, “exhilarated” - marg. note “1”, “Lit., intoxicated”  (KJV, “ravished” - overwhelmed with emotion; NKJV, “enraptured” - carried away with emotion)

b. Jer. 23:33, “oracle” - marg. note “1”, “Or, burden, and so throughout the ch.”

4. Publishers footnotes 

Beware…e.g. see subscript in KJV on 1 Cor., 2 Cor., 2 Tim.

C. Helps (Maps, Dict., Conc. etc.)

1. Learn what you have

2. Use what you have

3. Danger

VI. Assignment

A. Do the exercise for Lesson 2, “Reference Bibles,” before next class.

B. Marking - Mt. 16:13-20

Lesson 2: Reference Bibles (worksheet)

6. What practice do the following scriptures encourage? Eph. 3:3-5; Col. 4:16; 1 Th. 5:27; Rev. 1:3; Dt. 17:18-20; 31:9-13. 

a. Is the text of your Bible good for reading? 

b. Do you mark you Bible? 

c. If not, why not? 

7. Begin with Gen. 12:7 and find seven references on the “seed” or “descendants” of Abraham using the references in your Bible. 

a. Who is the seed of Abraham according to the flesh?   Reference: 

b. Who is the seed of Abraham according to faith?  Reference: 

8. Begin with 2 Sam. 7:14 and find seven references on the father-son relationship mentioned there. 

a. What “son” was the immediate fulfillment of this promise? Solomon Reference: 

b. What “son” was the ultimate fulfillment of this promise?  Reference: 

9. If you have the NASV or ASV, how many references on “the evil one” at 2 Th. 3:3?

How many at Mt. 5:37? 

10. Again, if you have the NASV or ASV, how many references on demoniacs at Mt. 8:16?

How many at Mt. 4:24?

11. Is your Bible a chain reference, central reference, or combination of both?

12. What are the footnotes for the following verses on the designated word or phrase? How may it affect interpretation?

a. KJV

Judges 11:31, “and” 

Gen. 2:18, “meet”

b. NKJV

Acts 2:47, “church” 

Gen. 4:8, “brother” 

c. ASV

Acts 7:20, “fair” 

Mt. 16:18, “Peter...rock”

d. NASB

Lk. 17:21, “in your midst” 

1 Co. 11:16, “other”

13. List the helps you have in your Bible. 

14. Matthew 16:13-20. See separate sheet.

Matthew 16:13-20, nasb 

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He began asking His disciples, saying, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”

14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.”

15 He *said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”

16 And Simon Peter answered and said, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

17 And Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.

18 “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades shall not overpower it.

19 “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”

20 Then He warned the disciples that they should tell no one that He was the Christ.

Mark:

· The context is highlighted by the two questions, vv. 13,15. Mark them. In the same color, mark who expressed their belief about who Jesus was.

· Who they said Jesus was. In the same color, mark “upon this rock”

The “Big Idea”
· What is the writer talking about? (Begin with How? What? Why? When? Where? or Who?) 

· What is he saying about what he is talking about?

· Combine your two questions into a sentence that succinctly defines the context or “big idea.” 

Lesson 3: Concordances

“Concordance” - “2 an alphabetical list of the chief words used in a book or by a writer, with the passages in which they occur identified or cited” WNWD.

VII. Uses

A. Find a passage looking for

B. Find passages on a subject

C. Word study

D. Other helps in...? (Depending on concor. used, e.g. Young’s)

E. Strong’s - numbers key to using other reference works

VIII. In Bibles
A. Brief

B. Beware of definitions

C. Useful for searching in the version being used

IX. Cruden’s, etc. 
A. Convenient size (cmpr. Strong’s)

B. Abbreviated

X. Young’s
A. Based on KJV

B. Arrangement - References grouped by meaning

C. Back section (Note difference between Heb. & Greek)

D. Definitions - useful, but beware

E. Italicized words in Bible not in original (so not in concordance)

F. Read preface (Note e.g. what said about italics, brackets, phrases)

G. “Bible Idioms” in front

XI. Strong’s
A. Original based on KJV. Now available based on other versions.

B. Arrangement - No grouping. Follows order in Bible.

C. Remember - italicized words in Bible not in orig.

D. Read preface.

E. Numbering system

1. Distinguish Hebrew and Greek

2. Books keyed to Strong’s

F. Back (Again, note difference in Heb. & Grk)

1. Read intro. to Hebrew & Greek Dict.

2. Definitions and other notes

3. Useful, but beware.

XII. Use
A. Word study

B. Topical study

C. Beware of “Concordance lesson” in preaching, teaching

XIII. Assignments
A. Lesson

1. Marking - Heb 10:19-25

Lesson 3: Concordances (worksheet)

15. Read the prefaces and forewords to your concordances. Observe explanatory articles. Look for extra  material in front or back.   

16. You may have heard that we ought not to call men “reverend” because that term is found only once in the Bible and on that one occasion it refers to God. Using Young’s or Strong’s Concordance, find:

a. Where that passage is (KJV) 

b. The Hebrew word with the Strong’s number that is translated “reverend” 

c. How other versions translate the word in that passage 

d. How else that Hebrew word is translated in the Bible and how many times 

e. Is that Hebrew word used only to refer to God? Give references with your answer. 

f. Is it alright to call a man “Reverend”? Explain. 

17. In the New Testament, list the Greek words with their Strong’s number’s that are translated “power.” 

a. Which of these two words occur most frequently for “power”? 

b. On these two words find:

i. How else each is translated in the New Testament 

ii. List the Greek words related to these two words (e.g. dunamai dunamai #1410, dunamow dunamoO #1412)

iii. Which of these two words is never translated “authority”? 

iv. Which word suggests the might evidenced in the performance of miracles? 

18. Look up the word “apostle.”

a. What does it mean? 652 apostolov apostolos; “1) a delegate, messenger, one sent forth with orders” OB

b. How else is it translated in the KJV? How many times? 

c. Who else besides the twelve are referred to by the same Greek word? Give references

d. Why then are the twelve in a class by themselves? 

19. What is the Greek word generally translated “husband” in the N.T.?

a. How else is it translated and how many times? 

b. Does this Greek word always mean a married man—a husband? 

20. What is the Greek word generally translated “wife in the N.T.? 

a. How else is it translated and how many times? 

b. Does this Greek word always refer to a married woman—a wife? 

21. On questions number six and seven:

a. What is the determining factor as to whether these words are to be translated “husband,” “wife,” or by the other terms? 

b. Applying this to 1 Tim. 3:2, how else could “husband of one wife” be translated? 

c. Note that these are qualifications of the man’s character.

What definitions do Young’s and Strong’s give for “baptize”? 

d. Are they correct? Explain. 

e. What is the critical factor for determining the meaning of a word in any given passage? 

f. What is the transliteration of the Greek word for “baptize”? 

g. Is “baptize” a translation of the Greek word? 

22. What definitions do Young’s and Strong’s give for “psalms” in the N.T. (note also #5567 in Strong’s)?


a. Are they correct? If these words refer to playing to God on mechanical instruments of music, how many worshippers must use them? 

b. Again, what determines the meaning of the word in the passages in which it occurs? 

c. Judging from questions number eight and nine, could a person draw some false conclusions from an indiscriminate use of Young’s or Strong’s? Does this mean they should not be used? 

d. Note: The KJV and ASV represent the combined work over a number of years of 148 ripe scholars in the languages and the Bible. They serve as a strong safeguard against false meanings given to Biblical words and errant translations. They are worthy of our deep confidence and respect.

23. List the additional material in Young’s Concordance. 

24. Heb. 10:19-25. See separate sheet.

Hebrews 10:19-25 nasb 

19 Since therefore, brethren, we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, 

20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, 

21 and since [no word in orig. for “since” here] we have a great priest over the house of God, 

22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 

23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; 

24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 

25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near. 

“Since…” v. 19

v. 22 – Assurance

v. 23 – Blessings

v. 24 – Obligations

v. 22 – looks UP to God
v. 23 – looks INWARD to one’s hope
v. 24 – looks OUTWARD to others
Mark 

•
The “let us” phrases.

•
Underline in the same color a brief number of words that accompany these phrases and further define them.

The “Big Idea”

•
What is the writer talking about? (Begin with How? What? Why? When? Where? or Who? Suggestion: Note the logical connection between “Since … Let us.”)

•
What is he saying about what he is talking about?

•
Combine your two questions into a sentence that succinctly defines the context or “big idea.”

Lesson 4: English Dictionaries

XIV. Definition of words important

E.g. “marriage”; “church”; “baptism”

XV. Good to have more than one

A. Arrangement - some put oldest defin. first; some commonest defin. first

B. Exactness - some precise; some strive for simplicity

C. Thoroughness - some complete; some strive for compactness, brevity, thus either not have word or have only most common definition

D. Up-to-dateness - for latest usages

XVI. Uses

A. Definition

B. Etymology

C. Synonyms

D. Antonyms

E. Additional material 

XVII. May or may NOT have scriptural definition. Yet, good for...

A. Showing how commonly used

B. Being precise about extra-scriptural terms you use (e.g. “collective”: “denomination”)

C. Contrasts...Distinctions (Syn.); Illustrations of use

XVIII. Can acquire at used book stores, tho’ not most up-to-date issue

XIX. Assignment

A. Questions

B. Marking - Eph. 6:10-13

Lesson 4: English Dictionaries (worksheet)

25. Compare the purpose of a dictionary with the purpose of a map. How are their purposes similar? 

26. Does your dictionary put the oldest definition first or the most common definition first? 

27. If you have more than one dictionary, compare them in (Make appropriate notes)...

a. Arrangement (i.e. question #2) 

b. Preciseness or simplicity of definition 

c. Thoroughness in content 

d. Year of publication 

28. Look up the etymology of the following words. Write the Latin or Greek origins and their meanings.

a. baptism 

b. companion 

c. chasten 

d. evangelist 

29. Look up the definitions for “gossip.” Is “gossip” right or wrong? Write the definitions that confirm your answer. 

30. Look up “denomination.” If you have availability to Mirriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, you will find a definition often not found in other dictionaries. Be able to define what a “denomination” is. What is “denominationalism”?

31. How many different definitions for “church”? How many of these are scriptural uses of the term?

Webster’s Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary. 1970 edit.: 

32. Do not overlook the section on synonyms in your dictionary (usually following definitions). Distinguish between the following synonyms.

a. anger, wrath, indignation

b. discuss, argue, debate, dispute 





33. Eph. 6:10-18. See separate sheet.

Ephesians 6:10-18, nasb 

10 Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His might.

11 Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.

12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.

13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.

“14 Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness,

15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

16 in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil one.
17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

18 With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints,

Mark:

· “stand firm” and “resist.” Underline “that you may be able to” in the same color.

· “Put on the armor of God” family of words. Include the phrases in vv. 13f. (Note: you may want to mark the armor itself in a different color).

The “Big Idea”
· What is the writer talking about? (Begin with How? What? Why? When? Where? or Who?)

· What is he saying about what he is talking about?

· Combine your two questions into a sentence that succinctly defines the context or “big idea.”

Lesson 5: Vine’s Expository Dictionary

XX. Read Forwards and Prefaces.

A. Alerts to some dangers

1. Commentary

a. “dispensational teaching” Scroggie’s Foreword. E.g. “coming,” p. 111; “day,” p. 146.

b. morphE, “form” in Php. 2:6. Cmpr. Thayer (also Meyer, Macknight)

2. Over confidence, show

B. Makes aware of design, conventions (e.g. ¶), date of work, etc.

XXI. Arrangement

A. By English word (contrast Thayer)

1. Noun, verb, etc.

2. The various Greek words that are so translated listed and defined

3. Based on KJV, RV. Check KJV, ASV. Not include NKJV, NASV, etc. (date 1939, see Vine’s preface).

4. May need to uses Strong’s to identify word in a particular verse if that verse is not listed. Vine’s does not list all occurrences.

B. Cross references to other definitions, locations.

C. “Notes” - Be sure and pay attention to.

1. Synonyms

2. Change of meanings (E.g., classical to Koine-see note at word, “punishment”)

D. “Additional Notes” at end. Valuable notes.

E. Index

XXII. Thayer’s - introduce and explain. Show difference.

XXIII. Assignment

A. Questions

B. Jam. 3:1-12 

Lesson 5: Vine’s Expository Dictionary (worksheet)

Read the Publisher’s Preface, Forwards and Vine’s Preface to the New Testament part of Vine’s Expository Dictionary before answering the following questions. 

34. In the Publisher’s Preface, several Greek words are referred to along with their Strong’s numbers. How can you discover how these words are translated in English versions? (Hint: Look at the very last section of your Vine’s.) 

35. Give the English translation/s of the following Greek words:

a. ekklesia -  (Note: VN not list RV translations in Index. E.g., see “congregation”—ekklesia so trans. in RV.)

b. agape 

c. charisma 

36. Does Vine’s record every occurrence of each word in the N.T.? 

37. If you are studying a word in a particular verse (e.g. “love” in Mt. 5:44), but Vine’s does not list the verse you are studying in his definitions (see his definitions under “love”), how can you ascertain which definition is the definition of the word you are studying? 

38. Find and mark the following italicized phrases in your forwards and prefaces. What do they tell you about using Vine’s?  

“...it is at once a concordance, a dictionary, and a commentary, produced in...” (Scroggie’s Forward)

“The work is full of careful exegesis, and the student or teacher...” (Bruce’s Forward)

”The work is of an expository character, comments being given on various passages referred to...” (Vine’s Preface)

39. What is Koine Greek? 

40. Look up “power.” What are some synonyms for dunamis? “ 

41. Match:


dunamis
Greek word


dunamiv
Strong’s number


1411
Transliteration

42. Vine’s reveals 12 ways dunamis is translated. Where can you readily find this list? (Hint: See question #1.) 

43. Look at the date of Vine’s Preface. List some of the major versions you cannot expect to find referenced in Vine’s. 

44. What does  the ¶ sign mean in Vine’s? 

45. What danger did Vine foresee in providing a work like this (fourth paragraph from the end of his preface)?

46. What does “in Sept.” mean?  What valuable insight does Vine provide about “destroy” that aids in a correct interpretation of Mt. 10:28? 

47. What is a general and important difference that Vine points out between the words hupomone (usually translated “patience” in KJV) and makrothumia  (usually translated “longsuffering” in KJV, but not later versions)? 

48. Jam. 3:1-12. See separate sheet.

James 3:1-12, nasb 

1 Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we shall incur a stricter judgment.

2 For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well. 

3 Now if we put the bits into the horses' mouths so that they may obey us, we direct their entire body as well. 

4 Behold, the ships also, though they are so great and are driven by strong winds, are still directed by a very small rudder, wherever the inclination of the pilot desires. 

5 So also the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of great things. Behold, how great a forest is set aflame by such a small fire!

6 And the tongue is a fire, the very world of iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell. 

7 For every species of beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed, and has been tamed by the human race. 

8 But no one can tame the tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly poison. 

9 With it we bless our Lord and Father; and with it we curse men, who have been made in the likeness of God; 

10 from the same mouth come both blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be this way. 

11 Does a fountain send out from the same opening both fresh and bitter water? 

12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, produce olives, or a vine produce figs? Neither can salt water produce fresh.

Mark the tongue/speech family of words. Include in your marking “teachers” (KJV, “masters”) in v. 1 and “what he says” (KJV, NKJV, “in word”) in v. 2.

The “Big Idea”
•
What is the writer talking about? (Begin with How? What? Why? When? Where? or Who? Suggestion: Note “knowing…” in v. 1 and “For…” in v. 2.)

•
What is he saying about what he is talking about?

•
Combine your two questions into a sentence that succinctly defines the context or “big idea.”

Lesson 6: Bible Study Aids

“The words of wise men are like goads, and masters of these collections are like well-driven nails; they are given by one Shepherd. But beyond this, my son, be warned: the writing of many books is endless, and excessive devotion to books is wearying to the body.” (Ecclesiastes 12:11,12, NASB).

Following is a list of several different kinds of Bible study aids and their uses.

49. Good reading Bible.

a. Encourage regular reading

b. Encourage attention to words, sentence structure

c. General, overall acquaintance with Scripture

50. Reference Bible

a. Parallel passages in synoptics

b. Correlate OT with NT reference (historical background, prophecy, fulfillment, typology)

c. Related passages on the same subject

d. Helps (maps, concordance, introductions, time lines, etc.)

51. Concordance

a. Find a specific passage

b. Collate passages on a subject

c. Word study (original word in a given passage, other places it occurs, related words, limited lexicon)

d. Additional material (e.g., “Bible Idioms” in Young’s)

52. Dictionary

a. Right definition. Confirm usage.

b. Differentiate in synonyms. Be aware of connotations as well as denotations.

c. Etymological information for aid in explanation and remembering

d. Other information (biographical, geographical, weights and measures, etc.)

53. Other Versions

a. Reading for overall view

b. Alert to phrases, words that one may overlook due to familiarity with version used daily

c. Alternative words and expressions used to translate

d. KJV, ASV for standards to check against

54. Lexicon

a. Definitions of Greek and Hebrew words used in the Bible

b. Word study—definitions, synonyms, etymologies, English derivatives

c. Topical study—passages grouped according to particular usage of a word

d. Note: Though Vine’s is called a “Dictionary,” it falls into this category.

55. Bible Dictionary

a. Persons, places, and things

b. Charts, e.g. harmonies, chronologies, feast days, calendars, rulers, etc.

c. Maps

56. Treasury of Scripture Knowledge

Expanded reference Bible. Over 500,000 references.

57. Introductions, Surveys, Bible Handbooks, Customs, Figures of Speech

Concise information about each book and about the Bible as a whole. May include information about author, date, peculiarities, outline, brief paragraph about each section of a particular Bible book. Canonical information. Familiarize with customs. Shed light on idioms.

58. Topical Bible

Passages listed according to topic rather than according to specific word as in a concordance

59. Pronouncing Bible Names by W. Murray Severance

Phonetic aid to pronunciation of Bible names and places. Good aid for reading aloud.

60. Commentaries

a. Introductory information (cities, customs, times, rulers, etc.)

b. Canonical information

c. Suggested interpretations

d. To be aware of erroneous interpretations

e. Homiletical material

f. Applications

g. Related passages

61. Bible Encyclopedias

Deals not only with persons, places, and things (as Bible Dictionary), but with subjects and words. May also include some ecclesiastical history.

62. Books on subjects

More in depth study of a particular subject

63. New Englishman’s Greek Concordance

Greek words listed, with all passages in which that Greek word appears in the NT, regardless of how translated. Short-cut in study.

64. New Englishman’s Hebrew Concordance

Same as #12, except this one for Hebrew words.

65. Greek grammars, Hebrew grammars

Meaning of tenses, moods, etc.

66. Analytical lexicon

Each word parsed

67. Library

a. Source for some of the above

b. Data such as statistics, etc.

c. Other related source material, e.g., history, geography

68. Accumulated knowledge

a. Take notes on your studies and file them for future reference

b. Mental store gives quick recall.

Additional Exercises

Following are some additional exercises for those who would like extra practice on the “Big Idea.” Marking the texts can help in ascertaining the “subject” and “complement.”

69. Mt. 6:19-21 

Subject: 

Complement:

70. Pro. 1:8-19

Subject: 

Complement:

love
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