Songs of Faith





Jacob, c. 2000 BC - Gen. 49:1-27


Moses, c. 1450 BC 


Ex. 15:1-18


Dt. 32:1-43


(Psa. 90)


Deborah, c. 1225 BC - Jud. 5:1-31


Hanna, c. 1100 BC - 1 Sam. 2:1-10


David, c. 1000 BC


2 Sam. 22:1-51 (Psa. 18)


2 Sam. 23:1-7


1 Ch. 16:7-36


(Psalms 2-9,11-32, 34-41)


(Psalms, c. 1450-400=s BC)


Solomon, c. 950 BC


(Song of Solomon)


(Psa. 72,127)


Isaiah, c. 700 BC


Isa. 12


Isa. 25:1-27:6


Hezekiah, c. 700 BC - Isa. 38:9-20


Mary, c. 4 BC - Lk. 1:46-55


Zachariah, c. 4 BC - Lk. 1:67-79


Angels, c. 4 BC - Lk. 2:13-14


Simeon, c. 4 BC - Lk. 2:28-32


Creatures, Elders, Angels, c. 30 AD... - Rev. 5:9-10,12,13


Victorious Saints, c. 30 AD... - Rev. 15:2-4


�
Songs?


Some of these are stated to be songs, but how do we know that the rest are psalms, e.g. Gen 49; Lk 1:46; etc.? We may not know for certain in every case, but the following may help us.





Nature of the Psalms 


Had those in the book of Psalms not been called APsalms@ we might not be aware that they were poetical pieces used in singing praise. While these others are not labeled Apsalm,@ they partake of the same poetic nature of the Hebrew psalms in the book of Psalms.





Lyrical Nature of the Poetry


AThe lyric is the earliest kind of poetry in general, and the Hebrew poetry, the oldest example of the poetry of antiquity that has come down to us, is therefore essentially lyric.@ Franz Delitzch, Biblical Commentary on the Psalms, (Eerdmans Pub., Mich.,) p. 7





ALyric@ - A1. of a lyre 2 suitable for singing, as to the accompaniment of a lyre; songlike; specif., designating poetry or a poem mainly expressing the poet=s emotions and feelings: sonnets, elegies, odes, hymns, etc. are lyric poems@ Webster=s New World Dictionary, Third College Edition (Zane Pub., 1992-1995). A1a: suitable to sing to the lyre or being set to music and sung  b: of, relating to, or being drama set to music... 2a: expressing direct usu. intense personal emotion esp. in a manner suggestive of song@ Merriam Webster=s Collegiate Dictionary, Tenth Edition (Merriam-Webster, Mass., 1993). A1. a. Of or relating to a category of poetry that expresses subjective thoughts and feelings, often in a songlike style or form. b. Relating to or constituting a poem in this category, such as a sonnet or an ode.@American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Third Edition, 1992.





Contrast Proverbs with Psalms.





�
Jacob=s Song of Israel=s Destiny


Gen. 49:1-27


1.	First read the text and endeavor to understand what is being said about his sons and what is being prophesied about their destiny.


2.	In the second column, make notes about the fulfillment of the prophecy. Include pertinent references.





�
�
1 Then Jacob summoned his sons and said, Assemble yourselves that I may tell you what shall befall you in the days to come. 2 Gather together and hear, O sons of Jacob; And listen to Israel your father.





3 Reuben, you are my first-born; My might and the beginning of my strength, Preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power. 4 Uncontrolled as water, you shall not have preeminence, Because you went up to your father=s bed; Then you defiled it --he went up to my couch.





5 Simeon and Levi are brothers; Their swords are implements of violence. 6 Let my soul not enter into their council; Let not my glory be united with their assembly; Because in their anger they slew men, And in their self-will they lamed oxen. 7 Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce; And their wrath, for it is cruel. I will disperse them in Jacob, And scatter them in Israel. 





8 Judah, your brothers shall praise you; Your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; Your father=s sons shall bow down to you. 9 Judah is a lion=s whelp; From the prey, my son, you have gone up. He couches, he lies down as a lion, And as a lion, who dares rouse him up? 10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor the ruler=s staff from between his feet, Until Shiloh comes, And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. 11 He ties his foal to the vine, And his donkey=s colt to the choice vine; He washes his garments in wine, And his robes in the blood of grapes. 12 His eyes are dull from wine, And his teeth white from milk.





13 Zebulun shall dwell at the seashore; And he shall be a haven for ships, And his flank shall be toward Sidon.14 Issachar is a strong donkey, Lying down between the sheepfolds. 15 When he saw that a resting place was good And that the land was pleasant, He bowed his shoulder to bear burdens, And became a slave at forced labor.





16 Dan shall judge his people, As one of the tribes of Israel. 17 Dan shall be a serpent in the way, A horned snake in the path, That bites the horse=s heels, So that his rider falls backward. 18 For Thy salvation I wait, O LORD.





19 As for Gad, raiders shall raid him, But he shall raid at their heels. 20 As for Asher, his food shall be rich, And he shall yield royal dainties.





21 Naphtali is a doe let loose, He gives beautiful words.





22 Joseph is a fruitful bough, A fruitful bough by a spring; Its branches run over a wall. 23 The archers bitterly attacked him, And shot at him and harassed him; 24 But his bow remained firm, And his arms were agile, From the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob (From there is the Shepherd, the Stone of Israel), 25 From the God of your father who helps you, And by the Almighty who blesses you With blessings of heaven above, Blessings of the deep that lies beneath, Blessings of the breasts and of the womb. 26 The blessings of your father Have surpassed the blessings of my ancestors Up to the utmost bound of the everlasting hills; May they be on the head of Joseph, And on the crown of the head of the one distinguished among his brothers.





27 Benjamin is a ravenous wolf; In the morning he devours the prey, And in the evening he divides the spoil. (NASB)
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