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Intro

· Importance of subject

Jn 4:23-24; Mt 15:9; 1 Co 14:37-38

· Definition of subject

“God appointed” – authorized, approved by God, pleasing and acceptable to Him

“Music” – a combination of sounds and tones having rhythm and melody. Two kinds:

Vocal – music made or rendered by the human voice

Mechanical – music made or rendered by a man made device

Q. – Is the authority we have to praise God in music “specific” as to kind? Or, is it “generic,” including both kinds of music?

“Worship” – sincere acknowledgement of God’s worth – His excellencies, nature, attributes, and deeds. Such is not confined to a building or an assembly of Christians as the Scriptures will show.

“Today” – not questioning the fact that both kinds of music were authorized under the Jewish dispensation, but our question has to do with what God has authorized under the Christian dispensation.

· Objective: To establish that singing is the kind of music God has authorized in His worship today.

The Eight Witnesses

To ascertain the will of God we must gather all the pertinent facts. There are eight (8) passages that say anything about the kind of music God has authorized under the New Covenant.

Ac 16:25
- “singing hymns of praise to God”

Rom 15:9
- “sing to thy name”

1 Co. 14:15
- “sing with the spirit…sing with the mind also”

Eph 5:19
- “singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord”

Col. 3:16
- “singing…to God”

Heb 2:12 
- “I will sing thy praise”

Heb 13:15 
- “praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips”

(Note: Not limited to music, but not inclusive of any other kind of music than vocal.)

Jam 5:13 
- “sing praises”

(Note: Nothing here about an assembly or being in a bldg. Worship is not limited to an assembly. And there are no facts that can be introduced to indicate God has authorized anything but singing in worship to Him – regardless of time or place.)

Arguments Considered and Answered

Arg. #1. “PsallO” includes playing on an instrument

“PsallO” (verb) occurs five times:

Rom  15:9 – “I will sing” (NASB)

1 Co 14:15 – “I shall sing” (twice) (NASB)

Eph 5:19 – “making melody”

Jam 5:13 – “Let him sing praises”

TH – “b. to cause to vibrate by touching, to twang…to touch or strike the chord, to twang the strings of a musical instrument so that they gently vibrate…and absol. To play on a stringed instrument, to play the harp, etc…

ANS:

· TH, same definition

TH, in the same definition, says: “in the New Testament [bold mine, srf] to sing a hymn, to celebrate the praises of God in song.” Then lists the five occurrences.

· Why TH say, “in the NT”?

E.g., “prevent”

“To go before” 

· Psa. 88:13 - and in the morning shall my prayer prevent thee. (KJV)
· Psa. 119:147 - I prevented the dawning of the morning (KJV)
· 1 Th 4:15 - shall not prevent them which are asleep (KJV)
Now, “to hinder”

So with “psallO”

“To pluck,” e.g. the hair, “to twang,” e.g. a bowstring, “to twitch,” e.g. a carpenter’s line

To pluck the strings of an instrument

To sing to the accompaniment of a stringed instrument

To sing

Note: to ignore the development of the word could have early Christians assembling to “pluck hair” or “twang bowstrings”! (the early meanings of the word)

3) Testimony of leading translations (KJV, ASV, RSV - 202 scholars!)


Scripture
Translation


Rom 15:9
“sing”


1 Co 14:15,15
“sing”; “sing”


Eph 5:19
“making melody”

Jam 5:13
“sing praises” NASB. (ASV, RSV, “sing praise”; KJV, NKJV, “sing psalms”)

(Noun form, psalmos, three times in context of music: 1 Co 14:26; Eph 5:19; Col 3:16. Translated “psalm,” “psalms,” (KJV, NKJV, ASV, NASV. Also RSV except in 1 Co. 14:26, where rendered “hymn.” Psalmos occurs four other times, but in reference to the book of Psalms.)

KJV
-
47 scholars

ASV
-
101 scholars

RSV
-
54 scholars

202 scholars! (from three different time periods, different countries, and many of which were  members of denominations using instrumental music!)

· Note:

If instrument inherent in psallO, then it is required.
“Making melody” in Eph 5:19 refers to no physical act 

“Making melody” in Eph 5:19 refers to no physical act (either singing or playing), but says that when singing it must be sincere – the heart strings to be plucked – “with the heart.”  This the “accompaniment”!

Arg. #2. Had Mechanical Music in OT

E.g. Psa 150

ANS:

O.T. not Law for Christian.

Heb 8:7..9:1..10:9,10; 2 Co 3:6-11; Gal 6:15,16

Rebuttal: I.M. in Psa. & Psa. Not part of the “Law”

Instrumental Music in Psalms, and Psalms not part of the “Law.”

ANS:

Psalms included in “Law

Jn 10:34..Psa 82:6, “in your law”

Rom 3:10-18..Ps 14,53,5,140,10,36 – “the Law says” (6 Psa)

The argument is made that they had instrumental music in the OT and it is therefore approved by God for use today. When it is pointed out that we are no longer under the Law and its regulations for worship (Heb 8:7; 10:9,10; 9:1), the rebuttal is made that the Psalms are not part of the Law (Lk 24:44). But, the Psalms WERE regarded as part of the Law (Joh 10:34 - Psa 82:6; Rom 3:19, 10-18 - Psa 14, 53, 5, 140, 10, 36), and an understanding of their use in Israelite worship confirms this.

Temple worship with mechanical instruments by Levitical priesthood

Nothing in the Pentateuch about using Psalms or instrumental music in the worship of the assembly. David is the father of temple music and instrumental accompaniment by the Levitical choir. 1 Ch 15:16-24 (transporting the ark, vv. 25-28); 16:4-7 (precedes the temple, but in connection with the tent for the ark that had been moved to Jer.); 16:37-41 (see 16:39f for those left in Gibeon before the tabernacle); 25:1-7 (preparations for the temple to be built); 2Ch 8:14; 29:25,26. As the temple musicians were of the Levitical priesthood, a great number of the psalms were titled for use by them, e.g., see the superscription, "For the choir director" which occurs in 55 psalms (Strong's). An additional seven are attributed to Asaph (12 altogether, but 5 included in the 55 above, e.g. Ps 50). Additional one of Ethan (Ps 89). Additional two of sons of Korah (11 altogether, e.g. Ps 48). Korahites were descendants of Kohath, 1Ch 6:22, as was Heman, 1Ch 6:33-38. Asaph was of Gershom, 1Ch 6:16, and Ethan of Merari, 1Ch 6:16...44. All were Levites. Note Heb 7:11-12.

4,000 Levite musicians, 1 Ch. 23:5. These were males, v. 3.

Delitzch says the cymbals served instead of wands for beating time; harps for the soprano voices; lyres for the bass voices. p. 31. See 1Ch 15:16. "The trumpets...were blown exclusively by the priests..." Delitzch. See 1Ch 16:6; 2Ch 5:12.

What part did the people have?

It seems the instruments were played and the songs sung by the Levitical choir, 1 Ch 15:16-24; 16:4-6; 25:1-8; 2Ch 5:11-14; Ezra 3:11. What part did the people have? Possibly they would make response occasionally: 1Ch 16:36, Ps 106:48. 

Delitzch says "the congregation did not usually sing with the choir, but only uttered their Amen; nevertheless they joined in the Hallel (Ps 113-118, srf) and in some psalms after the first clause with its repetition, after the second with hallelujah" but quotes only a secular source, not scripture. He sites Jer 33:11 and Ezra 3:11 as examples of antiphonal singing ("antiphonal" [an TIF phe nel] singing - i.e. alternating, responsive) by the congregation. See Ps 100:4,5; 106:1; 107:1; 115; 118:1; 136:1. However, in Ezra it is said that the Levites stated the praise (Keil denies the Hebrew indicates the choir engaged in antiphonal singing.). In Jeremiah it is not specified, however, other references on these phrases point to the Levitical choir doing the singing. He also refers to Ps 26:12 and 68:26, but to "bless the Lord" may be fulfilled in "Amen" at the conclusion of a Psalm, e.g. 1Ch 16:36. 2Ch 35:25 and Ezra 2:65 speak of "male and female singers" and Neh 12:28,29 speaks of "the sons of the singers" and "the singers." Antiphonal singing seems to have been practiced at the crossing of the Red Sea, Ex 15:1...20-21.

Delitzch on Psa. 137 seems to say the people accompanied the Levites in singing. Only verses given (other than Psa 137 itself, which may be written by a Levite - ?) are 2 Ch. 29:27 and 1 Ch. 25:7, which are Levites singing.

Summary: The use of instrumental music in temple worship was


a.
NOT that everybody brought an instrument


b.
Authorized by David for the Levitical choir


c.
Inseparably connected with the Law and the Priesthood of that Law 
1 Ch 25:1,6; 2 Ch 29:25,26; 30:21

See e.g. Psa 4,5, etc. (superscription) (55 +Asaph,Ethan,s. of K.- Levites)

Fifty-five with this superscription (by count, Strngs). Additional seven to Asaph (12 altogether, 5 included in the 55 above). Additional one to Ethan. Additional two to sons of Korah (11 altogether, 9 included in 55 above [this not counting Psa 43 as one of the sons of. But see K&D.]).

Dancing? Sacrifices?

Ps 149:3; 150:4; 66:15

Rebuttal: David & Nathan prophets

David & Nathan, prophets, instituted instru. music. 2 Ch 29:25. “Law” & “prophets” distinguished in NT. Therefore, “law” done away, but not “prophets.”

ANS:

“Law” includes “prophets”

Rom 3:15…19 – Isa 59:7

1 Co 14:21 – Isa 28:11

Prophets inseparable from Law

Law anticipated prophets, Dt 18:20-22

Prophets urged devotion to Law, Mal 4:4

“Listen to Him” …not “them”

Mt 17:5

Arg. #3. God Not Say, “Thou Shalt Not Have Instrumental Music”

ANS:

1) Act on what God SAID; all else Unauthorized

David & the ark

E.g., 1 Ch 13:7

God had not said, “Thou shalt not carry the ark on a new cart,” but He did tell them how to carry it.

Ex. 25:13-15; Num 4:5..15; 7:9

This was in imitation of the Philistines. Same reason many have instru. music today!
1 Sam. 6:8f

David learned his lesson

1 Ch 15:11-13. See Jn. 4:23,24

Same true under NT

Mt 28:19-20. Cmpr. Dt. 4:2

“teaching them to observe all that I commanded you”
Eph 1:22-23

· Compare (Bap athiests,babies/pop. songs/prayMary/I.M)

“Thou Shalt Not”
“Thou Shall”

Baptize atheists, babies
Baptize believers – Mt 28:19; Mk 16:16

Sing pop. songs in worship
Psa, Hymns, Sp. S. Eph 5:19

Pray thru Mary
One Mediator 1 Tim 2:5

Play on Instru. music
Sing – Eight witnesses

Arg. #4. An Aid, like Blackboard, Songbooks

Aids, expediencies, to the carrying out of a command is authorized in the command. E.g., writing on blackboard –“teach”; reading a songbook – “sing”; so, playing on an instrument.

ANS:

· ALL “aids” not authorized.

1 Ch. 15:12-14 (see whole context)

“Aids are not  authorized when:

Substitute for God’s plan – sub “new cart” 
ADD TO God’s specified  plan – add carriers
Even if the priests carried the ark, someone else could not have gotten under the poles with them to “aid” them.

· Compare: (Bap/LS/Sing- Chart)

Authorized
Aid
Substitution
Addition

Baptism in Water
Baptistry
Sprinkle, Pour
2nd,3rd Bap (F,S,HS)

Unleavened Bread
Plate
Sandwich bread
Coke to “aid” digest.

Sing
Books, Lights
Play trumpet, Whistle
Piano, guitar

Arg. #5. Lawful to have Mechanical Music at Home

ANS:

· Never in worship.

And this is what we are discussing. The testimony of the eight witnesses in the NT is not limited to the assembly. And there are no facts that can be introduced indicating authority for using instrumental music in worship to God anywhere at anytime. 

· Must distinguish between things morally right but religiously wrong

E.g. steak, eggs morally right – but religiously wrong on Lord’s table. So with mechanical instrumental music – morally right but religiously wrong in worship.

Arg. #6. There will be Mechanical Music in Heaven

Rev 5:8; 14:2; 15:2

ANS:

· Question is: God appt music for worship TODAY

Should we also have “golden bowls full of incense,” 5:8, “sound of loud thunder,” 14:2, and a “sea of glass,” 15:2?

5:8 – ‘golden bowls full of incense” in worship today?

14:2 – “sound of loud thunder” in worship today? 

15:2 – “sea of glass” in worship today?

· Nothing corruptible in heaven (mechan. instru. are)

1 Co. 15:50; 2 Co 4:16

· Revelation highly symbolic book

5:8 – bowls of incense = prayers of saints

14:2 – “voice LIKE harpists…”

Arg. #7. Natural Talent – Ought to Use Our Talents

ANS:

1) Use EVERYONE’S talents?

Some have talent to run…box…throw football.. dance…Shall we make these part of our worship?

2) Talent not criteria of acceptable worship

Jn 4:24

Arg. #8. We Like It and Aim to Have it Regardless

ANS:

1) Such sentiment not new.

Amos 4:4-5

2) “Worship” – HIS will & HIS word

“Worship” is paying tribute to the “worth” of God – His excellencies, nature, authority, power. In an act pretending to do this but ignoring His will and His word is hypocrisy, WHO are you worshiping?

Mt 15:9

Conc

a) The Question: Book, Chapter, Verse_____?

b) The Father seeks a certain kind of worshipper. Do you qualify?

Jn 4:19-24

The God

Appointed 

Music 

for His 

Worship

Today
Jn 4:23-24

Mt 15:9

1 Co 14:37-38

The Eight Witnesses

Ac 16:25
- “singing hymns of praise to God”
Rom 15:9
- “sing to thy name”
1 Co. 14:15
- “sing with the spirit…sing with the mind also”
Eph 5:19
- “singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord”
Col. 3:16
- “singing…to God”
Heb 2:12 
- “I will sing thy praise”

Heb 13:15 
- “praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips”

Jam 5:13
- “sing praises”
Argument:

“PsallO” includes playing on an instrument

Five times…

Rom  15:9 – “I will sing” (NASB)
1 Co 14:15 – “I shall sing” (twice) (NASB)

Eph 5:19 – “making melody”
Jam 5:13 – “Let him sing praises”
TH – “b. to cause to vibrate by touching, to twang…to touch or strike the chord, to twang the strings of a musical instrument so that they gently vibrate…and absol. To play on a stringed instrument, to play the harp, etc…”

Answer:

TH, same definition

“in the New Testament to sing a hymn, to celebrate the praises of God in song.” Then lists the five occurrences.
“Prevent”

· Psa. 88:13 - and in the morning shall my prayer prevent thee. (KJV)
· Psa. 119:147 - I prevented the dawning of the morning (KJV)
· 1 Th 4:15 - shall not prevent them which are asleep (KJV)
· Now, “to hinder”
PsallO
· “To pluck,” e.g. the hair, “to twang,” e.g. a bowstring, “to twitch,” e.g. a carpenter’s line

· To pluck the strings of an instrument

· To sing to the accompaniment of a stringed instrument

· To sing

KJV
-
47 scholars

ASV
-
101 scholars

RSV
-
54 scholars



202 scholars! (from three different time periods, different countries, and many of which were  members of denominations using instrumental music!)

Note:

· If instrument inherent in psallO, then it is required.
· “Making melody” in Eph 5:19 refers to no physical act
Argument:

Had Mechanical Music in O.T.

E.g., Psa. 150
Answer:

O.T. Not Law for the Worship of Christians

Heb 8:7…9:1…10:9,10
Rebuttal:

I. M. in Psalms and Psalms not part of  the “Law”

Answer:
Psalms included in the “Law”

· Jn 10:34…Psa 82:6 “In your law”

· Ro 3:10-18..Psa 14,53,5,140,10,36 “the Law says”

Temple worship with mechanical instruments by Levitical priesthood

1 Ch 25:1,6; 2 Ch 29:25,26; 30:21

See e.g., Psa 4,5, etc. (superscriptions) (55+)

Dancing? Sacrifices?

Psa 149:3; 150:4; 66:15

Rebuttal:
David and Nathan prophets

“Law” & “prophets” distinguished in N.T.

Answer:
“Law” includes “prophets”

Rom 3:15…19 – Isa 59:7

1 Co 14:21 – Isa 28:11

Prophets inseparable from Law

· Law anticipated prophets, Dt 18:20-22
· Prophets urged devotion to Law, Mal 4:4
Mt. 17:5: “Listen to Him” – not “them”
Argument
God not say, “Thou Shalt Not Have Instrumental Music”

Answer
Act on what God SAID – All else Unauthorized
David & ark - 1 Ch. 13:7 

Not say, “Thou shalt not carry ark on new cart”
What God SAID: Ex. 25:13-15; Num. 4:5…15; 7-9

Imitation of Philistines…So, today!
1 Ch. 15:11-13. See Jn. 4:23-24

Same under N.T.
Mt. 28:19-20  - Cmpr. Dt. 4:2

Eph. 1:22-23

Mt. 28:20

“teaching them to observe all that I commanded you”

Deu. 4:2

“You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor take away from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.”

Compare

“Thou Shalt Not”
“Thou Shall”

Baptize atheists, babies
Baptize believers Mt 28:19; Mk 16:16

Sing pop. songs in worship
Psa, Hymns, Sp. S. Eph 5:19

Pray thru Mary
One Mediator 

1 Tim 2:5

Play on Instru. music
Sing 

Eight witnesses

Argument
An Aid, like Blackboard, Song books
Answer
ALL “aids” not authorized

1 Ch 15:13-15

Not authorized when:

SUBSTITUTE for God’s plan – new cart (Ex 25:13-15)
ADD TO God’s plan – Judahite carriers (Num 4:15)
Compare: 

Authorized
Aid
Substitution
Addition

Baptism in Water
Baptistry
Sprinkle, Pour
2nd,3rd Bap (F,S,HS)

Unleavened Bread
Plate
Sandwich bread
Coke to “aid” digest.

Sing
Books, Lights
Play trumpet, Whistle
Piano, guitar

Argument

Lawful to have Mechanical Music at Home

Answer
Never in worship
· Eight witnesses not limited to assembly

· Book, chapter, verse__________?

Distinguish things morally right but religiously wrong
· Wash hands…but not as worship (Mt 15)
· Steak, eggs…but not on Lord’s table
· Instrumental music…but not in worship

Argument

There will be mechanical music in heaven Rev 5:8; 14:2; 15:2
Answer
Q. is: God appt. music for TODAY
5:8 – “golden bwls full of ins” – Today?
14:2 – “snd of loud thunder” – Today?
15:2 – “sea of glass” – Today?

Nothing corruptible in heaven

1 Co 15:50; 2 Co 4:16
Revelation highly symbolic

5:8 – “bwls of inc.” = prayers of saints

14:2 – “voice LIKE harpists”
Argument

Ought to Use our Natural Talents

Answer
· Use EVERYONE’S talents…?

Run?…Box?…Throw football?…

· Talent not authorize acceptable worship – God’s Word does

Jn 4:24; Mt. 15:6,9

Argument
We like it and aim to have it 

Answer
· Such sentiment not new

Amos 4:4-5
· “Worship” – HIS will and HIS Word

Mt. 15:9; Jn 4:23-24
