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INTRO

1 Jn 3:4

Sin = transgression of the Law

Q: Does revealed Law specify every sin?

If not specified, is it not sin? 

How do we determine what is sin when it is unspoken?

BODY

Unspecified Sin

Specific examples

Mt 19:3 – Divorce

Mk 7:11-12 – “corban” to escape helping parents

Mt 5:28 – “looking to lust”

General allusions

Eph 5:12 

“shame to speak of
”

Gal 5:21

“and things like these”

Mk 7:13

“many such things as that”

Current examples:

· Striptease…?

· Add Coca-Cola to L.S.?

· Drug abuse?

Hiding & Justifying Sin

Historically, men have tried to hide and/or justify their sin

Hiding

2 Sam 12:12

David – Bathsheba

Eze 8:7-12

“hole in the wall…dig through the wall…in the dark” “Lord not see”

Isa 29:15…13

v. 13 shows this was religious people – as was David (psalmist!) and Israel (in Eze.)

Justifying

Mt 5:28

“look to lust”

NOTE: another example of UNSPECIFIED sin

Mk 7:11-12

“Corban” – not help F. & M.

Mt. 19:3f

divorce

Justification?

What  kind of reasoning does the devil uses today to encourage justification of unspoken sins?

· “Many do it”

Mt 7:13-14; Eph 2:2

· “Religious people say it is OK”

Mk 7:7,9-13; 1 Ch. 13:1-4,7-8 

· “Not bother my conscience”

1 Tim 4:2; Eph 4:19; Ac 26:9

Approach

How do we determine what is sin when it is unspoken?

Two Great Laws

Mt 22:35-40

Specifics of spoken sins

Practices unmentioned specifically, but falling in the class of sins that are mentioned

Examples

a) “Dueling” – “murder” by consent

b) “Striptease” – “impurity,” “sensuality” Gal 5:19
c) Pledging to God to escape parental duty – failure to “honor father and mother” 

Mk 7:11

Share the nature of (“like”) things condemned

Gal 5:21, “and things like these”

Mk 7:13, “many things such as that”

Examples:

· Coca-Cola in L.S.  “like” washing hands, pots, etc.

· Drug abuse “like” drunkenness

Good conscience

Rom 2:14-15; 14:22-23; 1 Tim 1:19

Because the conscience approves a practice does not mean the practice is right (discussed above), but when the conscience DISapproves a practice, it is good reason to examine it.

CONC

· Do not be deceived into thinking that you can lawfully do anything not specifically condemned in Scripture.

· Do not fail to warn a brother of sin based on the attempted justification that his deed is not specifically condemned in Scripture.

Ecc 12:14

Rom 2:16

1 Co 4:5

1 Tim 5:24




� While Paul said there are some things “disgraceful even to speak of,” it does not mean he did not mention, or specify, them elsewhere. And if he did, they would not be unspecified, or unspoken, sins.


ANSWER: Where? We have the complete revelation in the NT as we have it. Name one specific practice that Paul mentioned anywhere else in his writings, or that is mentioned anywhere else in the NT, that falls in the category of “things done by them in secret” that are “disgraceful even to speak of.” If no such practices can be pointed out in Scripture, then there are “unspoken sins.”





� OBJECTION: While Paul did not give a complete list of “things like these” here, they are specifically mentioned in other places.


ANSWER: 


Then the Galatians could not know what these other sins were without a copy of the letters that specified them, yet they were assured they could not inherit the kingdom of God if they practiced them?!


If sins are not sin until specified, then the sin of carousing (kOmos) was not sin until mentioned specifically for the first time in Rom. 13:13, c. AD 57-58?!  And the sin of witchcraft or sorcery (pharmakeia) was not sin for those under the NT until first mentioned IN THIS LETTER?! So with “heresies” or “factions” (139 airesiv hairesis) which is not spoken of as a violation of the law of God until this letter.





� That is, there were many other traditions they practiced rather than obeying what God commanded, vv. 9, 13. Each one does not have to be specifically mentioned as sin to be sin. If a human tradition is “received in order to observe” as worship it is vain worship (vv. 4,7), though the human tradition is not specifically said to be vain worship. And when a human tradition that sets aside God’s commandment “such as” the example in the text (vv. 9-13), it is sin whether specified or not.





� Drug abuse is not a specific of drunkenness (a specific of spoken sin – previous point), but it is a “thing like that.”








